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When the “lowest price” 
proves to be the Highest 


The real cost of vesture and drapery materials is not always 
determined by the figure on the price ticket. 


Suppose the fabric goes to pieces long before its normal life 
expectancy and has to be replaced. Suppose the color fades and 
the luster becomes dull after only a brief period of service. In 
such cases your “bargain” was nothing more than a passing illu- 
sion. What you thought was a “low” price actually turns out to be 
the highest. Thus is exploded the fallacious argument of certain 
energetic sales people who would have you believe that something 


“cheap” can always be replaced by something equally cheap. 


Most end users of liturgical fabrics can hardly be expected to 
be posted on the technical intricacies of textile manufacture. That's 
why some become easy prey to those who would sell them sub- 
standard materials which have no logical place in the Holy Sacri- 
fice of the Mass. 


How, then, may one be sure of obtaining genuine quality when 
buying liturgical fabrics? The answer is: Know the SOURCE of the 
materials you are offered. If it's an “ALLEN” vesture or drapery 
material it will be the finest liturgical fabric that can be woven. 
it will be made of the choicest yarns, on the most efficient looms 
in the industry and the colors will be permanently fixed with the 
finest dyes. 


But that is not all. Every yard of Allen fabrics is unconditionally 
guaranteed. The company which stands behind that guarantee 


is a name in which you can place your fullest confidence. 


“The Liturgy Lives in the Weave’ 


“Buy American” 


“a 
ALLEN SILK MILLS 
AManusfuclarers 
e e ri 


Charles M. Muench, Executive Director 


868 Sixth Avenue, New York 1, WN. Y- 
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If you are unable to purchase Allen Fabrics 
in your community, write us at once. 
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News of School Supplies 
and Equipment 


Die Stains Eliminated With 
New Ditto Masters 
A new kind of pre-assembled hecto- 


graph master unit promises to eliminate | 
stained fingers, clothing, and equipment, | 


that used to accompany the use of ditto 
machines. 

The new units, called “Kleenies,” have 
the hectograph carbon placed in a pro- 
tected position so that it is never touched 


by the hands. The appealing feature is 
that the carbon is centered on a backing 
sheet to allow a clean border all around. 
The master paper is fastened to the car- 
bon backing sheet at the top to eliminate | 
further need for handling. 























AD z4e Story of Your Year 


Your Yearbook is incomplete without a Telebook re- 
cording. Be the first staff at your school to put a sound 
story of the year in every book. 

Now is the time to get started. You probably have a 
tape recorder at your school and people qualified to 





operate it. We furnish full instructions and sample 
scripts to help you put the story on tape. The Band, the 
Orchestra, the Glee Club, the Cheering Section, Class- 
room items, excerpts from the Play, the full wonderful 


Devised and patented by Kleenie Mas- 
ter Company, New York 16, N.Y., these 
units are packaged in envelopes containing 
a quire each, 






sound story of the year. The tapes are sent to us edited 






» and recorded permanently on 45 RPM micro groove 

Ye’ Extended Play RCA Telebook records. Sixteen minutes 
J of exciting memorable sound to keep forever. 

Me 


The master units are made in conven- | 
tional letter size, 8%x11” with margins | 
of % inch at the sides and ™% inch at top 
and bottom, leaving a printing surface of 
8x10”. Also available are legal size with 
printing surface of 8x13”. Both sizes are Sat -, book. The students will love it. 
printed at the top with typewriter guide | <=. The cost no more than a regular record of similar 
lines to aid in centering and placement. | 

Free samples and further information 
are available from the company. 


SS&E 1 








wie The record is placed in the inside front cover of each 



















length and quality. 





WS For further information, fill in below, tear out and mail 
“~@ to Telebook, Chicago. 
Let your student body share in a sound investment 
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“Thrifty” Model Screen 








An entirely new adjustable stretcher 
bar and fold-away swivel base are features 
of the new “Thrifty” table screen an- 
nounced by Radiant Manufacturing Co. 
of Chicago 8, III. 

This inexpensive projection screen can | 
be set up in seconds, on a desk, the maker | 
states. The fabric is stretched taut by a | 
few turns of the stretcher bar for perfect 
Projection results. The 22”x30” is the 
largest of three sizes; two other sizes are | 
24”x24" and 18”x24”. Prices are $5.50, | 
$5.00, and $4.50, respectively. 


TELEBOOK INC. «+ SUITE 2000 


Send further information about Telebook to: 





















(Name of School) (Address) 





(Name of Book) (No. of Copies) (Name of Printer and Address) 
Signed__ oe ed ia ee ia oe 
(Full Title) 
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1785 Massachuseits Ave., N. W. 


APRIL 12-13-14-15 
1955 


All the latest educational aids will be on display at this important N.C.E.A. convention. Delegates 
and visitors will have a splendid opportunity to observe them in exhibits arranged by firms from all 
parts of the United States during these days. 
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AN EFFECTIVE OUTLINE FOR TEACHING RELIGION 


FATHER AYLWARD SAYS THAT TEACHING CATECHISM is 
a very special branch of the art of pedagogy. It has its 
own peculiar problems and requirements. Essentially, 
the aim of the teacher is the same in religion as in other 
subject matters: putting the lesson across and making 
it stick. In his Catechism Comes to Life he gives an out- 
line that presents all the essentials in a manner that 
will appeal to the teacher. The three steps of his plan 
are preparation, application, and consolidation. Intro- 
duction and illustration characterize the preparatory 
work in which there is appeal not only to the intellect 
but also to the senses and the imagination. The psycho- 
logical objectives of this preparatory work are orienta- 
tion and interest. Explanation and spiritualization are 
the two necessary steps in the application. Through 
explanation the teacher appeals to the intellect and aims 
at the objective of understanding. In the spiritualization 
the appeal is to the will, and the objective is spiritual 
desire of the individual pupil for the goods and values 
presented. It is through review that consolidation is 
effected ; the appeal here is to the memory, and the grand 
objective is to rivet the lesson with its spiritual values 
in the mind and the heart of the child. 

Our author tells us that he has tried to make a syn- 
thesis of the method used by our Lord. Specifically, the 
present method is a more exact reduction of His method 
to a modern scale. The procedure is merely a statement 
of the successive steps that give effectiveness to teach- 
ing and fix the essentials of the lesson. Father Aylward 
warns the teacher against comfortably assuming that 
he already knows all that is necessary in teaching a cate- 
chism lesson because he has studied it before. We com- 
mend his outline and its development to the attention of 
every teacher of religion, veteran or beginner. 


EXTENDING COLLEGE OPPORTUNITY 


THe NationAL FEDERATION OF CATHOLIC COLLEGE 
Students has formulated the plan that will result in 
many Catholic students from less privileged areas of the 
United States receiving an opportunity for a Catholic 
college education. The inspiration of the plan came 
from the episcopal moderator of the federation, Bishop 
James A. McNulty of Paterson. Sixty-seven per cent 
of the Catholic colleges in our country are now partici- 
pating in the program through the donation of scholar- 
ship grants or other helps to worthy candidates without 
sufficient means to finance a college opportunity for 
themselves. The Federation has set up a scholarship 
selection committee whose office it is to establish norms 
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in the selection of the candidates who present them- 
selves. During this scholastic year ten students are en- 
rolled on a trial basis in six institutions—Seton Hall 
University, Caldwell College, Mercyhurst College, La- 
Salle College, Canisius College, and Xavier University, 
New Orleans. In succeeding years it is hoped that a 
constantly increasing number of worthy students will 
thus receive opportunity for a Catholic college educa- 
tion. Information in regard to the plan is readily avail- 
able through the office of the Federation’s national 
director, Monsignor Joseph E. Schieder. Execution of 
the endeavor has been entrusted to Katherine Loftus, 
Trinity College, Washington, D. C. Her office is known 
as the College and University Relief Administration. 

The Federation is to be commended for its effort to 
extend a college opportunity to deserving students from 
less privileged areas of our country. Catholic representa- 
tives in Latin America and many countries of Europe 
are constantly pressing for scholarship grants from the 
Catholic colleges of the United States. There is an old 
adage that tells us that our solicitude should have its 
beginnings in the home area. A Catholic college gradu- 
ate can become a great influence for good in her own 
community and supply to it a large measure of informed 
lay leadership. 


THE APPROACH TO CATHOLIC ACTION 


A CATHOLIC LAY STUDENT OF THE CONTEMPORARY 
American scene writes a provocative little volume on 
the lay apostolate, particularly the directions it should 
take in the years ahead. The ten short chapters of The 
Apostolic Itch make the practical Catholic yearn to take 
part in this apostolate, to find the points of contact with 
American culture where a Christian laity can give testi- 
mony, and to explore the potentialities of American 
Catholicism in the various phases of Catholic Action. 

This active participation may well become for the 
layman the road to perfection, but he must remember 
that the chief ingredient of perfection is a developing, 
under the action of the Holy Spirit, of a whole new 
Christlike character. “We have a generation of young 
people in our midst now,” writes Giese, “who find 
themselves in a state of spiritual indecision.” They must 
be taught to seek the things that form Christ within 
them, for Pope Pius XI tells us that the “profoundly 
Christian formation of the members of Catholic Action 
is a necessary condition for its fulfillment.” 

Christian lay leaders must be deeply spiritual if they 
are to communicate the message of Christianity in a 
pure manner. It is no easy matter to form Christian 








laymen. There must be on the one hand what Pius XII 
calls a “drawing closer of the bonds of union between 
Christians and between them and the ecclesiastical 
hierarchy and especially the Roman Pontiff,” and on 
the other hand what Father John Courtney Murray de- 
scribes as “an immense penetration of the life of the 
Church ad extra, with the purpose of transforming the 
total milieu of modern life.” 

The Christian is called upon to deepen his own in- 
terior life that he may communicate the message of 
Christ purely and fully to the society of which he is 
a part. Engaging actively in the world, in the social, 
political, economic, and cultural life of society, he must 
work with other Christians in restoring society to 
Christ. In helping to make man more fully human, he 
can hope to make him more fully Christian. But before 
all else, he must have in view his own personal sanctifi- 
cation. “The spirituality of those who are to act for the 
Church in the temporal order will need to be the spirit- 
uality of the Church itself.” 

The will to live together in friendship, Aristotle tells 
us, is a condition for attaining the good life. The deep 
rooting of the individual in the love of God, gives love 
of neighbor a new grandeur. The modern mad rush for 
the acquisition of material goods makes true friendship 
difficult. Only true Christian love can break down the 
superficial barriers that modern man has erected be- 
tween himself and his associates. 





















A gratuitous act of 
friendship appears too warmhearted for modern man’s 
coldly realistic temperament. But the Christian is patient 
and he bores, inch by inch, into the inner workings of the 
secular mind and heart. His first approach is through a 
proposition that appeals because it is reasonable, and 
the modern man prides himself on his open-mindedness. 
Perseveringly the Christian pries open the modern 
man’s heart and wins his assent to such propositions as 
racial tolerance, service to fellowmen, equitable distri- 
bution of wealth, living wages, decent standards of 
living, the dignity of man, and other logical propositions. 

Conviction does not always however lead to action, 
as we know from the example of the rich young man 
to whom Christ talked. But the Christian never ceases 
in his efforts “to get modern man to make some small 
beginning to crawl outside himself.” If he can overcome 
his pride and his egoism in a single instance, he has given 
him “one fleeting but unforgettable moment of Chris- 
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tian joy.” If the modern man opens his heart but once, 
he will come back for more experiences of that kind, 
and may easily become a Christ-bearer in his own na- 
tural environment. The modern apostle must work 
gently and carefully, and be not too impetuous to im- 
pose his ideas upon his friends. Opportunities and situa. 
tions will arise in which he can be instrumental in help- 
ing his friend become aware of the fullness of Christian 
life. The friendship is to be kept ever on a high level 
lest, without the inspiration of charity, it dry up spirit 
ually. The two friends work together as an effective 
team, sharing problems, discouragements, and conquests, 
This is truly the apostolic spirit. 

From this personal apostolate, Giese distinguishes 
the institutional apostolate. Much in modern society js 
in opposition to Christian ideas. If our modern apostle 
is a lawyer, he may have to look to the professional 
ethics of that profession. If he be a doctor, he must be 
concerned with the profession’s ethical position on birth 
control, abortion, euthanasia. If he be an educator, he 
has need to consider the acceptability of the current 
educational philosophy. He must ask himself, “How is 
the educational system contributing to the Christian 
formation of students?” In a word, our modern apostle 
will find many areas in which he can exert some leader- 
ship and influence. Specific problems will present them- 
selves in the various professions and occupations, in 
family life, in worker life, in educational life, even in 
parish life. 

Teams of Christian friends are at the base of the 
institutional apostolate. In every case the initial con- 
quest is wrought through friendship, a friendship in- 
spired by charity. It must be the type of friendship that 
looks outward to other people, is conscious of the needs 
of others, and desires to do something to satisfy these 
needs. 

Finally, the modern apostle must never forget the 
supreme value of even one conversion to his apostolate. 
This single conversion can start a chain reaction leading 
to profound changes in society. “Once one man is fully 
won to Christ,” writes Giese, “there is no limit to the 
extent of his sacrifices in winning others. As so many 
modern apostles have said, they can no longer escape 
Catholic Action, once they have engaged in it. It haunts 
them wherever they go, in every walk of life, in every 
contact with fellowmen. Indeed it becomes the dyna- 
mism of their life and the source of their happiness.” 
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BY REV. PHILIP E. DION, C.M. 


Office of the Director, St. Joseph Central House, Emmitsburg, Md. 


In Praise of RELIGIOUS COMICS 


ave you ever read the life of St. Joseph? A young 
H man was asked this question and replied “No, I’m 
waiting for it to come out in a movie!” That particular 
young: man would have been surprised if told he was 
testifying to an age old principle of psychology that 
pictures carry to the mind a greater impression, more 
rapidly, more easily, and more lastingly than printed 
words. They are the most satisfactory substitute there is 
for an “in person” appearance. 


Lasting Impressions 


No written or even verbal description, no matter how 
vivid, of the roar and majesty of Niagara Falls will have 
the impact or leave such a lasting impression as seeing 
the Falls in person. But next to seeing the Falls, there 
is nothing that can convey their majesty like a picture, 
for pictures are more powerful than words. As the 
Chinese proverb puts it: one picture is worth a thousand 
words. Words, no matter how onomatopoeic or de- 
scriptive, are only conventional symbols that depend for 
their richness of meaning and shading on the under- 
standing of the reader. They cannot make the rapid 
and vivid impression on the senses and mind that objects 
themselves or pictures of objects can make. If such a 
statement needed proof, one would have merely to scan 
the pages of this or any magazine or newspaper. Often 
the most effective advertisement is the one with the 
most arresting picture. 


Greater Assimilation, Retention 


Everyone is aware of this principle, even though, per- 
haps, not explicitly.’ It explains the rush on the part of 
teachers to use the motion picture and filmstrip tech- 
nique for the teaching of the English classics and his- 
tory. This medium, by reason of picture impressions, 
produces greater assimilation of facts and greater re- 
tention and, by the same token, induces greater influence 
on the lives and conduct of the viewers. Millions of peo- 
ple have an acquaintance with and respect for St. Vin- 
cent de Paul and his life and works from seeing the 
splendid motion picture, Monsieur Vincent, who would 
not have such vivid recollections from reading his life, 
or who would have no recollections at all if it depended 
on their reading a book. 

The value of pictures in assimilating religious know- 
ledge was keenly recognized by St. Therese of the 
Child Jesus. In her autobiography, she writes to her 
sister Pauline, Mother Agnes of Jesus, “So far I have 


February 1955 


said nothing of my predeliction for pictures and books, 
and yet, dearest mother, I owe some of the best and 
strongest impressions which have encouraged me in the 
practice of all that is good, to the beautiful pictures you 
used to show me. While I looked at them, the hours 
passed unheeded.” Her recognition of the power of pic- 
tures reflected her sharing in the knowledge of the 
Greatest Teacher who ever lived. He, above all, realized 
the value of impressions made by objects and pictures 
as against those made by mere words. He constantly 
pointed to birds and lilies and ships and nets to illustrate 
his teaching. When He wishes to teach the lesson of 
rendering to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, He 
did not give His hearers a detailed description of the 
coin of the realm. Instead, He asked for a denarius and 
showed it to them. When they had seen it and studied it, 
He asked, “Whose image and inscription is this?” He 
knew that in that way the impression would last, the 
lesson be learned the better and remembered the longer. 


Resort to Symbolic Pictures 


Pictures, then, are powerful means of transmitting 
ideas and knowledge—more powerful than printed 
words for certain kinds of concrete knowledge. Obvi- 
ously there are abstract ideas which, from the very im- 
material nature of abstraction, cannot be portrayed by 
pictures, unless resort be made to symbolic pictures, 


such as a heart to represent love, or scales to represent 
justice. But when, indeed, pictures are combined with 
words or captions or dialogue, we have a double-bar- 
relled weapon with which to attack the sleepy turrets 
of a listless mind. Such a weapon is known as the picture 


story. 

Picture stories embrace what have come to be known 
as comics, comic books, or funny books, which are fa- 
miliar to all. It is equally familiar that calling some of 
these books funny or comical is the greatest misnaming 
since they called the nations the United Nations. Some 
so-called comics are tragic, some gory, some filled with 
horror and violence—anything but funny. True there 
are others, including the fantasy type such as Mickey 
Mouse, Donald Duck etc., which can lay claim to a cer- 
tain degree of humor whether we appreciate it or not. 
But most of them are stories far removed from the 
sphere of humor. More accurately, these comic books 
are stories told by cartoon and captions, or in other 
words, picture stories. 











Here to Stay 


In our civilization, it looks as though we shall have 
the comics with us always. As a writer in the Journal 








of Educational Psychology states: “Certain it is that 





comics have emerged as a major institution. They are 





here to stay. We are beginning to feel their social im- 








pact. Their potentialities as a social force are tremen- 





dous. It behooves us to understand the comics, learn to 





live with them, use them as a medium of communica- 





tion.” Almost as if commenting on that statement, the 





Saturday Review remarks, “Through its (the comics) 





use in advertising, in war propoganda, and in educating 
young people of the armed forces to their duties, this 








art has lately proved to be an extremely fast, effective 





and supralingual means of communicating ideas.” 








It becomes clear, then, that comics have not only es- 





tablished themselves, but they have expanded their 








scope far beyond mere entertainment. The technique is 








an effective medium of communication of ideas, and can 








be used to inform, instruct, and motivate. It has been 








so used and is being so used to excellent advantage in 
industry, in the Services, and in education. 








Catholic Publishers Use Technique 








What could be more logical, then, than that this tech- 





nique should be aptly emploved for the greatest instruct- 








A sample page from “Behold the Handmaid,” the story of our 
Blessed Mother which was told in picture-story form. This 
section treats the events and background of the time. 
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ing and teaching that can be done on earth, that is, for 
religious instruction. Catholic publishers, quick to fore. 
see the effectiveness of this medium in the religious field 
have already begun to make available religious stories 
in the comic format. Treasure Chest, published bj- 
weekly during the school year, is an outstanding example 
of this technique. As one Air Force chaplain said of it, 


“Treasure Chest has been a very great help in bringing 
religion and the Church to many who would never pick 
up a religious pamphlet, but who cannot resist the comic 
book format.” 

Yet in spite of the splendid work produced in comic 
books or picture stories as The World Is His Parish 
(the story of Pope Pius XII) and Behold the Hand- 
maid (the story of our Blessed Mother). the publishers 
of Catholic comics have suffered from much of the criti- 
cism levelled in recent years at all comics in general. 


Criticisms Bring Action 

The first of these criticisms is the sweeping statement 
that comics are bad and harmful. The fact is, of course, 
that many publishers have used comics to purvey and 
teach crime and sex and horror to our children. This 
practice has brought down on the whole industry and 
medium an avalanche of censure and condemnation. So 
effective has been the campaign of opposition on the 
part of parents and other interested parties that en- 
lightened self-interest has impelled the industry to ap- 
point a Czar whose function will be to set up and main- 
tain a sort of self-censorship within itself. This measure 
seems to have been promoted not from any sense of 
righteousness on the part of the industry in general, but 
rather to appease the crusaders who have been muffling 
the ring of publishers’ cash registers. 

Be that as it may, it is certain that abuse of the comic 
book technique by certain publishers is not, logically 
speaking, valid grounds for blanket condemnation of 
the entire medium. Abuse of a thing by some does not 
preclude the proper use of the thing by others. Similar 
stiff-necked tenets in certain religious sects have alien- 
ated many from religion altogether. Because card play- 
ing, drinking, or dancing have been abused, the con- 
clusion is drawn and the doctrine taught that these 
things are evil in themselves and no one who indulges 
in them can be saved. Any right thinking person in- 
stinctively realizes that these things are not evil in 
themselves, and that when used in moderation, in their 
proper place, and for proper ends, they can be good and 
legitimate forms of diversion. When such a right think- 
ing person hears taught in the name of religion that 
these things are intrinsically wrong, he begins right- 
fully to doubt the wisdom or truthfulness of such a re- 
ligion, and wants nothing to do with what he then 
believes religion to ~be. 


Promote Correct Use 


The same must be said of the argument which would 
condemn the entire medium of comics because it has 
been misused and abused by some publishers. When 
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something is being abused, it is not only logical but high- 
jy moral to do everything possible to remove the abuse 
and everything possible to promote the correct use of 
the good thing being abused. This is precisely what the 
publishers of religious comics are attempting to do. 
They are struggling against terriffic odds, financial and 
otherwise, to get into the hands of the public, children 
and adults, good comics, good picture stories which 
will teach them the truths of their faith and religion. 
“It is better to light one tiny candle than to curse the 
darkness.” It is better to put a good comic book into 
the hand of a child than to snatch a bad one from him 
and tell him he should not read it. It is the aim of Cath- 
olic publishers of religious comics to provide good com- 
ics for our children, to replace the bad ones. In this way, 
they hope to outsmart publishers of depraving comics. 


Judged in Light of Purpose 

The second criticism of the comic technique in gen- 
eral to which publishers of religious comics have fallen 
prey can be stated thus: Comics are destroying the cul- 
ture and reading habits and ability of the people of our 
nation. Now this, obviously, is a large question with ram- 
ifications which can only be touched upon here. How- 
ever, it must be said that religious comics, like all things 
else, must be judged in the light of their purpose. The 
purpose of religious comics can be multiple. They can 
be intended to entertain, to instruct, to motivate, to 
edify, or to move to action. Most religious comics would 
probably have as their purpose a combination of several 
or all of those items. But the primary aim is always to 
teach. Thereforey it would seem to be asking too much 
of the lowly comics to have as their purpose also the 
development of culture as that word is commonly under- 
stood. It is even too much to ask that they develop 
reading ability and habits. Not even their most enthusi- 
astic supporter would claim that as an outcome of read- 
ing comics. 


Primary Purpose 


As has been said, the primary purpose of religious 
comics is to instruct, motivate, and move to action. They 
are endeavoring to inculcate the most important and 
most profound knowledge there is in this world—the 
teachings of the Roman Catholic Church. Religion is 
not a simple subject. Religion cannot be summed up in 
an advertiser’s slogan to be repeated over and over. Re- 
ligion is much more complex than geometry or biology. 
Knowledge of the Creed, recognition of Catholic mor- 
ality, the Ten Commandments and the Seven Sacra- 
ments—such knowledge makes a bloody entrance, and 
that entrance is opposed by many factors both within 
and without the subject. 


Teachers of religion, faced with such a formidable 
situation, must recognize the importance of any medium 
that will make the pupil’s learning process easier, more 
effective, and more influential. Such a medium, without 
doubt, is the religious comic. Therefore, to stigmatize 
the comic because it does not develop reading ability or 
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habits is grossly unfair for the simple reason that it 
has enough to do in what it aims to do, namely teach 
religion and the truths of faith. 


Souls Saved without Culture 


After all, a soul can be saved without culture, which 
is in no way meant to disparage culture. A soul can also 
be saved without good reading ability and habits. But 
no soul can be saved without loving God, and love must 
be preceded by knowledge. Religious comics are quick, 
painless, effective means of teaching that necessary 
knowledge. That is their purpose. It is in light of that 
purpose that their value must be judged. 

If our highly touted and expensive school systems 
fail to develop reading ability and habits in the youth 
of our nation, certainly the makers of religious comics 
cannot cease their important work to undertake that 
task, or cease their work in hopes that some other agen- 
cy will do so. To demand or suggest that they do is com- 
pletely to invert the scale of values. First things must 
come first. Knowledge of God and love as its conse- 
quence must be first in any scale of values. To increase 
that love and knowledge is the aim and purpose of re- 
ligious comics. (Continued on page 373) 


This is an example of how a technical subject, a series on how 
the human body works, can be told in a way to show how God, 
the great engineer, has created everything in the world. This 
series is appearing’ in “Treasure Chest” this year. It is titled, 

“What A Work.” 
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BY SISTER JOSEPHINA, C.S.J. 


a. OFTEN teachers fail to capitalize on their power- 
ful ally contained in good reading. Providing 
pupils with an antidote for the pernicious effects of 
comic bookreading serves perhaps in a small way to 
make for better citizenry among our pupils. By nature, 
they are lovers of the beautiful and the good found in 
the wealth of Catholic literature waiting to be used. 
However, this inherent love needs stimulation, guidence, 
and challenge if it is to reach its full growth. Whose 
responsibility is this? Frequently, the parent is too busy 
to provide both time and material for the nuturing of 
the love of reading. The average parent busy with the 
mundane occupations of the day leaves, or rather dele- 
gates, the guidance of his child’s leisure reading to the 
school. How are teachers accepting the responsibility ? 


Teacher Needs Love of Reading 


To instill a desire for reading in her pupils, the 
teacher herself must be an example par excellence. The 
axiom, “One cannot give what one does not possess,” 
is apropos in the present discussion. To communicate 
the desire to read independently, a teacher must be first 
and foremost a lover of reading, not alone of her school 
texts, but periodicals—treligious and educational, and 
books—historical and biographical as well as fictional. 
These should be her reading fare. Books On Trial is 
an excellent source to keep abreast of current literature. 
Book reviews, such as found in America, Book Review 
Digest, diocesan weeklies, and in periodicals serve to 
whet her longing for the green pastures wherein she 
may have the time to read the treasured titles jotted 
down during the busy school year. 

Many diocesan school offices have set up plans 
whereby books are in constant circulation throughout 
the school year. In one specific instance, three books 
are sent to one school, kept for a specified time, read 
and reported upon to the faculty, and then sent on to 
the next designated school. In the meantime, three 
new books have arrived, and three different teachers 
have the opportunity to read and share the information 
with their fellow teachers. 


According to Interest Levels 


Teachers can use reading as a challenge for all pupils 
regardless of their mental ability. “Easy reading makes 
reading easy” should be remembered when one is at- 
tempting to have a slow reader share in the joy of 
leisure reading. Easily available for teachers are lists 
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BUILDING CHARACTER through Reading 


of texts graded according to the vocabulary and the in- 
terest levels of the pupils. With such a list at hand, sug- 
gestions can be made to the pupil whose reading is be- 
low grade level. This pupil actually must be “coaxed” 
into reading by various means which effective teachers 
have used. Driving a pupil and penalizing him if he 
does not read a required book will never create a love 
for reading. Desiring to develop in pupils a wish to 
read, the writer set up a shelf of inviting books for 
eighth grade pupils. Noticing that one pupil was search- 
ing rather diligently, and knowing that he did not 
cherish any outward love for reading, the suggestion 
of an exciting story was given him. The pupil blandly 
replied, “I can’t find what I am looking for!” Upon 
being asked the name of the book, the answer was, “I 
don’t know the name, but I want a thin book!” The 
reading of a thin book may pave the way towards better 
reading. Teachers should be satisfied even with a small 
contribution from the retarded reader, which is perhaps 


from him a large contribution when measured by his 
capability, per se. 


Known Abilities of Children 


Guiding pupils into the “what” of reading is, there- 
fore, the teacher’s challenge. To suggest books for lei- 
sure time reading, the teacher must know the reading 
and intellectual abilities of her pupils. Research has 
shown that these two abilities are closely correlated. 
Not alone the mental capacity, but a knowledge of the 
growth and development of her pupils is most helpful 
if she is to guide them effectively. What appealed to 
a pupil’s reading interests one year will not appeal to 
him the next year. At each stage in the maturation pro- 
cess there are certain defined pupil interests and needs. 
These have been adequately explored by research and 
can be found in any text on child growth and develop- 
ment, 

Knowing then the ability and the interests of her 
pupils, the teacher is cognizant that too much of any 
fare is detrimental to one’s physical health. So in the 
matter of book selection, she will strive to present to 
her pupils a varied offering of interests commensurate 
with their growth. She will serve, as it were, books 
more challenging in content to the above average reader, 
and then to the slow, or below average, challenging 
material likewise will be offered. Frequently, teachers 
actually kill the desire to read by having pupils write 
long formal book reports, involving time both on the 






The CATHOLIC EDUCATOR 










 in- 
Sug- 
; be- 
ced” 
hers 
i he 
love 
h to 
for 
rch- 
not 
tion 
ndly 
pon 
i. 
The 
‘tter 
nall 
laps 
his 


ere- 
lei- 
ling 
has 
ted. 
the 
ful 
| to 
| to 
rO- 
ads. 
and 


Op- 


her 
any 
the 

to 
‘ate 
oks 
ler, 
ing 
ers 
rite 
the 


TOR 


part of the pupil and on that of the teacher. Granted 


that written book reports are a part of the language 
arts program, nevertheless, when done in a judicious 
manner reporting can whet the pupil’s longing to read 
the book that “Jack told about in today’s oral English 
lesson.” ° 


Books with Religious Theme 


Teachers in Catholic schools can guide pupils to 
better living through the reading of books with a reli- 
gious theme or setting. Time was when teachers could 
rightly cry that there were so few books written by 
Catholic writers. The opposite is true today. Kircher’s 
compilation, lately revised, has been an excellent guide 
for librarians and teachers seeking to build up a selec- 
tion of books, religious in tone and aimed at character 
building. Guidance today makes much of bibliotherapy. 
As Catholic teachers we have a strong helper in the 
many worthwhile books. 

In Character Formation Through Books, a biblio- 
graphy, titles are presented each with a short annota- 
tion that will give teachers ample aid in providing bases 
for the building of the natural virtues. Each virtue is 
presented and a listing of books, with title, author, and 
publisher appears. 


Public Relations through Book Week 


Today is the day of public relations in business, in- 
dustry, and even in the schools. This is as it should 
be, because the schools particularly belong to the publ'c, 
be the public a parish, a town or city. Acquainting the 
public with the schools through Book Week, having 
Parents’ Day when pupils will demonstrate their use 


1C, Kircher, Character Formation Through Books, rev. ed. 
(Washington, D. C.; Catholic University Press, 1952). 


Pupils in a fifth grade compose 
slogans which they think will catch 
the eye of the onlooker as well as 
convey a striking message. All are 
eager to have their poster work 
displayed. 
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of reading materials, dramatization of stories, bulletin- 
board displays, posters, visits to the library—-all are 
means of cementing the public and the school into more 
harmonious relations. 

With the “core curriculum” occupying front page on 
today’s educational front, reading is the point from 
which all subject areas emanate. Art, English, social 
studies, religion and even arithmetic depend in no small 
measure upon reading. As a motivating device reading 
can be used in many instances to sustain lagging in- 
terest. 

Pupils in a fifth grade were asked to think of a slogan 
which they thought would catch the eye of an onlooker, 
and at the same time convey a striking message. Within 
ten minutes the followng list was compiled. 


Leaders Are Readers 
Meet the World Through Books 
Catholic Books Unite The World 
Good Books Lead To Success 
Gain Knowledge Through Reading 
To your Career Through Books 
Unite Through Good Reading 
Read About Mary—Be Like Mary 
A Marian Reader Makes a Marian Leader 


To the elementary teacher, then, a singular privilege 
is hers to lead pupils not to a passing acquaintance with 
reading, but a love and desire to possess the best in 
literature. Provision for and guidance in effective and 
worthwhile reading are the teacher’s duty and responsi- 
bility. By nature, pupils love the beautiful, the good, 
and the heroic. These will be met in the reading se- 
lected by the teacher which will supply the vicarious 
experiences to nurture and perfect the natural virtues, 
and thus lead to the supernatural, for “grace builds on 
nature.” 
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BY BROTHER AURELIAN THOMAS, F.S.C. 


O" country has benefited signally by the coming of 
the Catholic Church. In the course of its history 
it has seen the Catholic population spreading and in- 
creasing. The Church has helped push back the frontier 
and establish civilization. The thousands of Catholic 
churches may be likened to the warm, life-giving 
glow of the sun, spreading and making fair the land 
with what is brightest and best in civilization. Likewise, 
the spread of the Catholic idea in schools, in social and 
athletic buildings may be likened to the adequate and 
satisfying light of artificial illumination. Handmaids to 
the light of the day, the churches and these auxiliaries, 
shed light on supplementary and complementary needs 
of an ever-growing group of American Catholics. 
Today’s picture of America would not be complete, 
however, without some knowledge of the tiny lights— 
flashlights, we may call them—of the thousand Catholic 
lending libraries to be found in nearly every state of 
the union. Like flashlights, they shed a tiny glow where 
the other lights do not penetrate. They meet those who 
bask in the warmth of the sun, in our churches, and 
those who share our auxiliary services. They are, as 
well, at the service of those who do not share the faith. 
They provide, out of the regular time, for adequate 


illumination on obscure problems ; they are, as well, the 
small glints in the gloom, that are often the beacons to 
lead others into the warmth of the Church. 


Lending Libraries Not New Idea 


The lending library is no new part of our American 
scene, for the pioneers loved books, carried them in 
their journeyings, and freely shared their message 
with their fellow travellers. We have but to see Bishop 
Brute walking his miles through the Kentucky wilder- 
ness, his nose and his thoughts lost in one book, while 
he clutches another under his arm. To-day his precious 
collection is preserved in a special building in Old Vin- 
cennes. Nor was he alone. The country is studded with 
the indications of other pioneer priests who brought 
bread to the wilderness: Father Sorin, the German 
Franciscans of Milwaukee, the Trappists of Gethsem- 
ene, without adverting to the Sulpicians, the French émi- 
grées and the Jesuits. 

Later in the 19th century the Chautauqua idea spread 
to Catholics and “Literary Circles,” the Columbian 
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Director of Libraries, Manhattan College, New York, N. Y. 


CATHOLIC LENDING LIBRARIES: 


Self-Education in Catholic Principles 










League, hundreds of young men’s clubs and parish or- 


ganizations built up libraries and spread their treasures 
for those who might profit from them. 


How our Lending Libraries Start 

The genesis of our present libraries is varied. Some 
of today’s libraries are a form of Catholic Action—a 
protest against the inability to find in tax-supported pub- 
lic libraries, the wealth, the variety, the dependability 
of a specialized Catholic library. Some are frankly apos- 
tolic. Priests and laymen, anxious to spread the good 
news of the Catholic church to their non-Catholic fel- 
low-citizens, have undertaken the work to make easier 
and quicker their approach to the Catholic Church. Some 
are in the nature of preventive medicine. Conscious 
from their confessional experience, of the harm wrought 
by the godless and secularistic trend of our modern 
reading, many pastors have initiated this good work asa 
pertinent part of their care of souls. 

There have been other valid reasons, of course. Some 
have the time-honored hope of improving the literary 
and cultural tastes of the neighborhood. Some stem from 
money available for expenditure on good works or from 
the leisure available to be apostolically utilized. What- 
ever be the reason, the country can well profit from the 
myriad centers of Catholic culture represented to-day in 
the Catholic lending library. 





Author Has Visited Hundreds 


It has been my pleasure, over the years, to visit hun- 
dreds of these libraries, from Massachusetts Bay to the 
Golden Gate. I have found what may euphemistically 
be called a great divergence of excellence. Some are 
splendidly, even lavishly set up. The worst may be 
called grubby. But even in the makeshift of an orange- 
crate collection, there is the commendable possibility 
of gleaning inspiration—something needed these days 
by all of us. In the best there is the possibility of a wide 
acquaintance—an education even—along lines of great 
Catholic thought, both historical and contemporary. 

As a professional librarian, my first reaction to the 
Catholic lending library was one of disapproval. I saw 
all this good will, all this energy, all this available wealth, 
tied up in a poor substitute for professional service. We 
Catholics here, as a matter of course, build our churches 


The CATHOLIC EDUCATOR 


es 


or- 


ures 


ome 
i—a 
pub- 
ility 
pos- 
ood 
fel- 
isier 
ome 
ious 
ight 
lern 
as a 


ome 
rary 
rom 
rom 
hat- 

the 
y in 


1un- 
the 
‘ally 

are 
: be 
nge- 
ility 
lays 
vide 
reat 


the 
saw 
alth, 
We 
ches 


ATOR 


at great expense. We have, as well, duplicated the 
facilities of the public educational system so that our 
teaching can be integrated with the Christian life we 
profess. Now, we attempt to duplicate the resources 
of the public library systems. 


Public Library Relations 


At first glance, this is a valid line of reasoning. I 
know hundreds of branch libraries and municipal librar- 
ies where Catholic books are much in evidence and the 
demands of the Catholic segment of the population are 
well taken care of. On examination however, I find the 
Catholic lending library has a special place, even in 
those cities with excellent library facilities. 

Take our large metropolitan centers, like Detroit, 
Brooklyn, Chicago. Despite their fine library systems, 
they still cannot take care of the demands on their re- 
sources. In communities where large groups of Cath- 
olics are college graduates, a lending library with a hun- 
dred Catholic titles can serve this group better than the 
branch libraries of the neighborhood. This is not the 
final word, of course. Experience can show the public 
library can often do a commensurate job, but not so con- 
veniently. 

Again the public library must cater to all tastes; too 
heavy an emphasis on Catholic materials would put its 
collection out of balance. Again, mixed in with com- 
mendable Catholic ascetical works, the library system 
lards the heterodox. In the Catholic library, the patron 
can be sure of the orthodoxy of his reading. This is 
but one aspect of the Catholic lending library. The 
characteristic of such a library is that it has so many 
of these specialized facets. 


Extension of Educational System 


From the view of the educator, this is the primary 
view of our Catholic lending libraries. They form, as 
it were, an extension of our educational facilities: The 
young Catholic whose education terminates on the ele- 
mentary or grammar school level—few as these are— 
can compensate, through reading, for the education he 
has missed along religious lines. For the larger group, 
whose education has stopped in or after the secondary 
school, maturity will bring many problems he can find 
answered in our Catholic lending libraries. The fortun- 
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ate Catholic, the graduate of a Catholic college, can re- 
turn to his philosophy or theology ; he can plumb at his 
leisure the depths of Catholic scholarship; he can refur- 
bish his knowledge or recall the principles he once 
mastered in his college courses. 

This extension of the Catholic teaching available in 
the Catholic lending library is even more useful and im- 
portant for the young person who has not had a Cath- 
olic secondary or collegiate training. While still in school 
he needs just this Catholic rectifying; this comparison 
of authorities; this exposition of the Catholic position 
on questions mooted in the classroom. 


Opportunity for Spiritual Reading 


In these paragraphs I have mentioned doctrine and 
philosophy. How much more important, for so much 
wider an audience, is the inspiration of Catholic spirit- 
ual reading! Even our best equipped educational in- 
stitutions cannot go farther than the humble lending 
library in providing materials for the spiritual awaken- 
ing and flowering consequent on the reading of good 
spiritual books. 

Simply to put the recent spiritual books of our Ameri-. 
can Catholic publishers at the disposal of our young 
people would be a commendable apostolic task. The 
Catholic Church makes saints. The Catholic Church 
canonizes men and women. But, beyond’and above this, 
the Church offers a hundred formulas to achieve sanc- 
tity. The lives of these saints are inspiring. and compel- 
ling in their example. Even more useful are those basic 
guides in the spiritual life that the saints themselves 
have used. 

True, we should all own copies of the basic books 
in the spiritual life. True, too, that many of these in 
the“hands of the uninitiated might be dangerous. But 
fromi-the lending library the work of sanctification can 
be started. Spiritual directors and confessors cart go 
on from there. The seed, however, has been sown in 
God’s good time, in the inspiring initiative of the lend- 
ing library. 


Wholesome As Well As Erudite 


I have mentioned the fields of philosophy, of theol- 
ogy, of asceticism. Not all our books need be so erudite 
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or heavy. The tired businessman, the busy housewife, 
the children with time on their hands, need the inspir- 
ation of wholesome, as well as erudite reading. A thesis 
could be interpolated here on the sanctification of the 
household by the use of good books. The point is con- 
ceded; but the household cannot always find their joys 
in serious reading. The modern American family needs 
the lighter touch, without the dross of paganism. Fiction 
and humor, history, biography and light essays, all have 
a place in the family reading. They have, as well, an 
honored and honorable place on the shelves of the Cath- 
olic lending library. 


Libraries and Convert Making 


A great educational service is done, as well, by even 
the smallest of our Catholic lending libraries in their 
approach to the serious non-Catholic. Here the sweet 
breath of the Church exhales itself into the nostrils of 
the willing seeker. Further search will reward his eyes, 
his ears and finally his heart, his intellect, and his will. 
The land is growing deeply conscious of the sweet odor 
of Catholicity. The harvest of souls is constant and en- 
couraging. Not a few of these seekers after the “motion- 
less Mover” have had their first impulse towards Christ 
and His Church, through some chance encounter with 
a humble collection of Catholic books or a sincere in- 
quiry through the doors of an inviting shop-front 
library. 

This approach to the non-Catholic is more strictly 
made through our various Catholic Information Centers, 
organized for just such work. But on practically every 
front we find Catholic reading and inquiry in Catholic 
library centers reaping its happy harvest of interested 
souls. 


Influence of Clientele 


It is the diversity of readers just pointed out that 
makes the nub of the question of the Catholic lending 
library. Even the best equipped of our Catholic centers 
cannot meet a]l these needs, without going out in all 
directions. Such a radiation, such a diversification may 
be possible. But it is not general. Unless plans are well 
made, the library is incapable of appealing satisfactorily 
to all these classifications. I say satisfactorily, since 
many believe they are doing just this diversification. 









On a side street in Cambridge, the Thomas More Li- 
brary meets the special demands of Catholics and in- 
terested non-Catholics who attend the various divisions 
of Harvard. In Mount Vernon, N. Y., Our Lady of 
Peace Library provides an excellent background for 
the discussion groups of post high-school and _post- 
college young people. In Brooklyn, the Bay Ridge Cath- 
olic Center meets admirably the wants of the busy 
housewife. In Detroit, the Van Antwerp Library takes 
special care of children’s needs. In San Francisco, the 
Paulist Information Center exerts special efforts to 
attract the Chinese pagans of the neighborhood. Others, 
influenced by the type of clientele, stress other wants 
or services. Here it is as it should be. The special prob- 
lem makes for a special approach. Knowledge of this 
need leads to the real success of the venture. 


Choosing a Line of Specialization 


It is axiomatic in library service that the first problem 
of a library is a thorough knowledge of the community 
to be served. This does not mean, for our Catholic 
library, that it must remain stagnant in a motionless 
community. Rather it means the setting of the goal for 
a specialized group. Then, with the necessary equipment, 
sympathetic personnel and telling publicity, the making 
of its special mark on the community mores. 

Some of the ramifications of the diversified program 
of the Church today, to the realization of which these 
Catholic lending libraries could be of immense service, 
are the reforms inaugurated by the popes in the late 
19th and in the 20th century. St. Pius X set the stand- 
ard high when he besought his contemporaries to help 
him in restoring all things in Christ. His, too, was the 
general concept of Catholic Action. He set his mark of 
approval on the translation and study of the Holy 
Scriptures, to mention but a few of his accomplish- 
ments. His chief work, from the standpoint of present 
study, however, are his Motu proprio on Church music 
reform and on the liturgical spirit. Our Catholic col- 
legians, in general, are acutely aware of these two great 
reforms. What often holds up the progress of this work 
today in America is the need of having it seep through 
to the common man. 

Here is a splendid and commendable field for ex- 
ploitation and education by the Catholic lending library. 
To make popular the beauty of the liturgy, the Divine 
Office, the plain chant, the sung Mass, the Missa Reci- 
tata. Here can be sponsored the participation of the 
laity in such Sacraments as Matrimony, Baptism, and 
Extreme Unction. Here the usages of the Church in 
such things as the churching of women, the symbols 
around the altar, and the like, can be explained and 
made personal. Here the life of the Church, the Holy 
Mass, Holy Communion can be given the fulness of 
new meaning and wider understanding. 


Social Program of the Church 


Not the liturgical program alone, but the social prob- 
lems and the sweep of the Church’s program on a living 
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wage, social justice, cooperatives, the privileges and 
duties of the working man can be brought to a wider 
segment of the American public. So many of our prom- 
jinent American legislators look today to Leo XIII, to 
Pius XI and to our present Holy Father, Pius XII for 
their commendable directives in social legislation, that 
every Catholic in the land should be well informed on 
the Church’s program in these areas. 

There are other fields, equally untilled. The Catholic 


‘moral code as applied to today’s problems in medicine, 


in law, in government—even in art—should make for 
even the well-trained Catholic, a whole new curriculum 
of educational inquiry. The Catholic lending library can 
be of genuine educational value in the dissemination of 
these ideas. 

These, in brief, are the strong points in favor of our 
American Catholic lending libraries. They are eminently 
accessible ; they do a splendid job in self education and 
in post-educational understanding; they are valuable 
lodestones drawing souls to the examination and adop- 
tion of the Catholic Church 


Weaknesses of Lending Library Programs 


The weaknesses, as | find them, are chiefly three: 
First, many depend for their continuing success upon 
the strong personalities that have organized them and 
have kept them functioning. Second: many are finan- 
cially unstable. Third; their tendency to care for all 
calls often leads to the serious disappointment of their 
clientele. 

We Americans are great ones in our love for or- 
ganization. Europeans often find our organizing of so- 
cieties for the promotion of one thing or the prevention 
of other things more than merely amusing. But it is 
part of the democratic way of doing things. Once we 
have seen a good work start, we are anxious to “get the 
bugs out of it,” to prevent such squandering as will 
jeopardize the work. We want to so insure the work 
that it will flourish and continue. A strong personality 
can often set an admirable work on foot, but he or she 
cannot always be on hand. 

The Church is filled with the energy that can carry 
these admirable works through. It is true that any such 
work is the extension of a strong personality. But a 
strong personality should be able to train assistants who 
can see the vision, assess the difficulties, carry on the 
work and appoint further successors. 


Support on Diocesan Level 


In point of fact, the personal or even the parish un- 
dertaking along this line is inferior to the better or- 
ganized, more stable diocesan organization. I feel that 
the surest measure for success is the approval and pa- 
tronage of the bishop, whose interest will permit of a 
generous public support that will be carried on for a 
longer time with a richer reward than is possible in the 
smaller group. 

Financial instability is often the outcome of an apos- 
tolic spirit. We are anxious to see God’s work done and 
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depend on His support for its continuation. Admirable 
as this evangelistic spirit is, it places more than usual 
burdens on the personnel and on the work. For years 
the Brooklyn Diocesan Library has been carried on in 
this spirit of abandonment to the Providence of God, 
and has flourished admirably. But not every work can 
thus be carried on. Effective, pointed work needs money. 
The lending library that cannot finance book purchases 
must be content with cast-offs. And cast-offs are seldom 
up-to-date or adequate to today’s needs. 


Financial Needs 


One of the most successful of Catholic lending li- 
braries is the St. Peter’s Library of Barclay Street, New 
York City. Here, a membership fee and rental charges 
insure the continuation of a sparkling, inviting, and 
effective library. I do not believe St. Peter’s is carried 
on without a subsidy from the parish organization, but 
this financial assistance is much smaller than it would 
be, if fees were not collected for the excellent services 
given. 

The library should not be a money-maker, but its 
patrons will feel more part of the apostolic work if they 
are asked to contribute in a modest way towards the 
upkeep of the work, towards paying the salary of a com- 
petent library personnel, towards purchase of new 
books, and to insure sufficient publicity and to keep the 
library looking attractive. 

Finally I believe it is a common weakness in many 
of our Catholic lending libraries to try all fields of en- 
deavor open to them. I feel this is the most important 
aspect of the library problem. Fundamental to success 
is the correct diagnosis of what work can be under- 
taken successfully and the continuous concentration on 
the improvement and perfecting of this phase of the 
work. 


Plan for Particular Groups 


If I wish to attract the post-collegiate community, I 
must find how many interested young people in this 
group are available. Having assessed the potential, I 
shall then endeavor to see that once they have begun 
to use the resources of the library, they will not be disa- 
appointed. I shall strive to have the books they need, 
particularly the new books. Furthermore I shall see that 
the magazines that treat the studies in which they are in- 
terested are kept on hand; that their contents are posted 
in an appealing fashion. In this regard, one of the maga- 
zine subscription houses used to publish a monthly list 
of outstanding magazine articles. It has since been 
dropped, because, good as it was, there was a sameness 
about its selections. The Catholic lending library could 
do just this, in a modest way, to. keep its post-collegiate 
group informed of pertinent and important articles in 
the current issues of New Scholasticism, the Thomist, 
the Review of Politics, and other Catholic intellectual 
magazines. 

What is said here of one group would work equally 
well with another. Having ascertained the group with 



























which you want the library to work, the patrons should 
be induced to visit the library, and there they should 
nearly always find what they want. They should fur- 
ther feel that the library is endeavoring to cater to their 
wants and care for their needs. 

Because I have marked out a single special group, 
I do not mean that a Catholic lending library could not 
take care of two, three or more such groups. Neces- 
sarily for each of these groups a different approach is 
required. It is not impossible to take care of more 
groups than one. The success of the work depends, 
however, in seeing that every group feels at home and 
that the library is adequately stocked and staffed to 
serve each of them. 


Library Procedures 


Often, amateur librarians are very much concerned 
about how the books should be catalogued and what 
system should be adepted for borrowing procedures. 
Nearly every such library I know has worked out a 
system it finds effective. There need be no special 
stress on this type of organization, until the collection 
gets so big or the library is planned on such lines as 
to indicate a growth to a sizeable collection. In all these 
cases the help of a professional librarian may be had. 
I feel quite sure it will be gladly offered. 

What is often of more importance in the lending 
library is the formation of a selected group of more 
expensive volumes, that should be reserved for refer- 
ence use. A good workable collection of reference 
materials will be a real boon to such libraries. One thing 
the amateur librarian is not in a position to supply is 
the adequate reference service of a modern collection. 
Snap answers to reference questions may sometimes 
be heresy and can often be wrong. For many such 
questions the librarian should refer the questioner to 
one better versed in the doctrine or practice of the 
Church. This is particularly true of non-Catholic in- 
quiries. The pastor, or one of the parish priests, should 
be consulted on these matters or should so arrange that 
he can meet these inquires. 

In most of the localities where Catholic lending li- 
braries are established, the larger reference collections 
of Catholic college and university libraries are available. 
All these libraries are open to the general public—as 
far as I know—and can readily take care of the speci- 
alized inquiries. 

Many of our Catholic lending libraries are adjuncts 
to religious goods shops. This is an admirable and 
thrifty practice. Often, however, the library. begins 
the sale of cards and religious articles as a sideline to 
the main operation of a lending library. Soon the com- 


mercial has swallowed up the apostolic, to the real loss 
to the community of an inspiring service. Having deter. 
mined on the one, the primacy of the library should 
be guarded and preserved. If the shop is in business 
and is out primarily to make money, it should regard 
the commercial as its more important work. In both 
these cases the objective should be clear from the begin- 
ning and should be adhered to. 


Records to Keep 


A treatment of the Catholic lending library as brief 
as this can hardly be encyclopedic in character. Yet, a 
very important piece would be missing if there were 
not at least a word on records. Again, as in organiza- 
tion, unless the library has assumed major proportions, 
the records should be simple. They should be adequate 
enough, however, to permit their being collected into 
an annual report of some size. Records of books owned, 
of patrons, of the numbers borrowed, and, especially, 
of finances, should be preserved. Nor should it be all 
statistics. Persons and activities should appear here as 
well as figures. 

The Catholic lending library of today is part of the 
history of the Catholic Church in America. How sin- 
cerely we wish today that we had adequate records 
of the literary and cultural activities of the parish li- 
braries of the past century, of their activities, and of 
the men and women responsible for them! But not only 
for history, but for the continuous assurance and check 
against which progress can be measured, these records 
are valuable. 

An addenda to records and at the same time a vibrant 
indication of vitality, is a good publicity program. The 
daily paper, the diocesan weekly, the library’s own 
hectographed or mimeographed sheet, are all useful in 
keeping interest in the project and in helping to main- 
tain an interested clientele. These can all be kept in 
scrapbooks to make a permanent record of work and 
progress. 

It would not be difficult for me to continue and to 
give many more pages on my observations on the 
Catholic lending libraries, but in so short a treatment 
only the high spots can be covered. I have tried to 
point. out some of these. Interested readers will find 
quite a few animadversions on this topic in the pages 
of the Catholic Library World, the official journal of 
the Catholic Library Association. 

The basic fact of our Catholic lending libraries can- 
not be too often stressed, too often praised. They are 
performing an admirable apostolic work; they are put- 
ting to the fore, a wealth of new, interesting, and in- 
spiring Catholic literature. 
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MUSICAL INSTRUMENT is not always the most 
A important factor in its case. It seems quite evident 
that when a delinquent girl takes out her instrument 
to play, she releases a host of urgent, throbbing, pulsa- 
ting harmonies things of inestimable value for fullness 
of life. She opens, not a Pandora’s box or the glass slide 
of an Alladin’s lamp, but an open sesame and an open 
stock of strong, clear realities. 

Sometimes she may sense the fact that she is un- 
earthing treasures, but often things will just happen 
to her through her music and gradually her personal 
worth and tingling sense of belonging will become 
realistic. Some of the fine mechanics of good playing 
may be mastered, but far more important are the cres- 
cendos of life which might be built up to a glorious 
climax. Here is a partial list of these values: 














A glimpse of Eternal Beauty and 
Recognition of its Source 

A Channel for Energy 

Wider Companionship 

Opportunity for Competition 

Self-Expression 

Creativity 

Character Development 

Social Contacts 

Personal Pleasure 

Recognition as a Person 

Satisfaction of Inner Drives 

Increase in Perception and Apperception 

Accomplishment 

Purposeful Recreation 















The Purpose of the Orchestra 


In our enlarged fundamental philosophy of purpose- 
ful recreation under which the participation in an or- 
chestra group may certainly be filed, our credo outlaws 
musical activity for its own sake. The purpose of this 
activity is not to make musical experts of the girls. 
What is important is what being a member of an or- 
chestra does for each girl. The end result is only sec- 
ondary in nature. In fact, in some cases, the end result 
does not matter at all. Major outcomes are those in- 
tangibles which were just mentioned and scores of 
others equally vibrant and necessary to the rhythmic 
heartbeat of a happy life. These may become areas in 
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BY SISTER MARY IMMACULATE CONCEPTION COFFEY, R.G.S. 
Convent of the Good Shepherd, Baltimore 23, Maryland 


AN ORCHESTRA PROJECT 





As a Problem-Resolving Agent 


which to resolve some severe problems of personality 
adjustment which often weigh heavily on the delinquent 
girl. 

The orchestra groups at the House of the Good 
Shepherd have been of a stimulating and continuing 
nature. I do not infer that they have increased their 
numbers or refined the quality of music throughout the 
years, because the reverse is true. A “Mexican Hat 
Dance” selection or a rollicking “Hogey Pogey” seems 
as invigorating to the girls as a vivid red “Carmen” or 
a lilting “La Donna Mobile” to the comparatively dig- 
nified classic-loving charges in other generations. 

Perhaps you wonder whether a girl is assigned to a 
specific musical instrument according to her potential 
talent, and that, after a short interim, if she displays 
no serious application or skill she is transferred to 
domestic science, ceramics or rug-weaving. No. This 
pattern is much too formal and systematized for our 
music department planning. 


Organization of Fluid Basis 


The groups have always been organized on a fluid, 


need-meeting basis, with the element of choice taking 


the solo part. There is growth in this choosing. In some 
cases, it is one of the first “very own” decisions a de- 
linquent girl makes for herself. Since all of the girls 
come to us because they have unique, definite needs, the 
flexibility clause must be present. 

First of all we observe the group from which our 
musicians will inevitably be formed. You know them 
well. Bernard J. McDermott, of the Juvenile Court, has 
classified them : the chance offender ; the wayward youth ; 
the under-privileged; the emotionally and sometimes 
mentally disturbed. There will be some of each in every 
large gathering at our House. At this time it would 
be reasonable to state that in most of their environ- 
ments, they have heard music—perhaps some synco- 
pated lullabies in infancy ; some through-the-night con- 
certs on television, radio or juke box, and often some 
fairly good music at the movies. In spite of the variety 
of density of the assorted neighborhood noise, loveli- 
ness and penetrating beauty, from the Source of all 
Beauty, pierce through somehow and become part of 
self. It is this cadence of loosely gliding melodies that 
must be caught up and brought to a happy finale. 








The Junior Orchestra 


Harvest time is a fruitful time and an ideal season 
in which to construct school programs. It is also the 
best part of the year in which to begin the casual dis- 
cussion which revolves around the new junior orchestra. 
There is no need for a campaign or rally. Out of a hun- 
dred or more girls, there will surely be two dozen who 
had always longed to play one of the saxophones, clar- 
inets or trombones in a band. There will be a problem 
arising as to who will receive first choice, but the girls 
themselves will iron out the difficulties (group percola- 
tion taken for granted) and before you can say “Jack 
Robinson” there will be one long look of peace and one 
instrument for each new member. 

There must be a good assortment of instruments 
with excellent tonal quality, so that some semblance of 
harmony may be insured, even in the embryo stage. 
This involves initial expense and a continuous overhead 
for such things as repairs and conditioning. It is well 
worth a place of honor on the institution’s appropria- 
tion list, if absolute values are objectives. 


Leader a Competent Musician 


A competent, trained, well-paid professional leader, 
a music professor with vision, a lift, and an ideal—fit 
by temperament, experience and personality to serve 
delinquents—has been guiding our amateur musicians 
since the original formation of the orchestra groups 
over twenty-five years ago. With a solid understanding 
of individual behavior, and the psychological needs of 
each age group, and the influence of the group itself 
on each participant, he has satisfied the requirements 
for a true authority figure, easy to go to and easy to 
follow. His skill is firmly balanced by tolerance and 
well-placed permissiveness. 

The girls, who ask to join the group, assemble in a 
room especially designated for orchestra practice. Each 
one is given the instrument of her choice, if possible. 
If it is not available, an alternate one is offered. Some 
girls are satisfied to take a short-term place on a waiting 
list. Rules of seniority apply here, even if one is just 
a few days or a few hours older in the institution. 

The instrument is put into her hands, carefully and 
tenderly by the professor. She may blow it, tap it, 
whistle through it or sigh into it, as the need arises, or 
the urge presents itself. It is clear that no one girl has 
ever played in an orchestra before. If she had she would 
have taken her place in the senior group immediately. 
A little chaos, some timid pipings, much mirth and 
many dark looks of frustration may be visible. There 
will always be, however, that little one over on the cor- 
ner chair, hugging her new-found treasure, just want- 
ing to hold it close to her — her love object of the 
moment. There may be a tall, haughty adolescent ac- 
tually plunking out her aggressiveness on the bass viol, 
creating more satisfactory and more acceptable discord 
than she had previously among her companions on the 
playground. The heroine of the minute may be the 
shy little mite at the xylophone who is ironically tink- 


362 


ing out “Home, Sweet Home” on her set of bells. 


Delight in Possession 


Each member, besides having the burden of weighty 
problems shadowing her life, has a cumbersome im- 
portant-looking beginners’ book. She knows little about 
its contents, but she knows well that it is hers, to have 
and to hold until the contents become part of her very 
soul. This delight in possession even reaches such hor- 
rible things as quarter notes, bass clefs and second 
endings. Even a dot after a note in this book has value 
to her. (Even I, a dot, have worth!) 

Some fine ideals are described during this first, vital 
crucial lesson. Word images of famous orchestra play- 
ers, with both feet on the floor, eyes bright and alert, 
doing double duty (watching the professor and the 
music at the same time) all of these contribute to an 
atmosphere of what might be called musical hyperthy- 
mia. This first lesson, most of which is individual in- 
struction, lasts for just an hour. The most awe-inspir- 
ing fact is that each girl blows the very first note on 
her instrument, or gingerly snaps or bows the delicate 
strings in pioneer style. This first note is the proverbial 
middle C. To music lovers it may be sour or shrill; to 
those above or below the music sanctum, it may be 
weird or exasperating. To our dear delinquents, it is a 
straight, sure “C.” 

See what I can do if given half the chance? 

See how I can obey! 

See how I can compete with others! 

See how that authority figure accepts me and re- 
spects me! 


The Senior Group 


The instructions are held each week at the same 
time, in the same place. This factor is significant since 
it provides security and familiarity with surroundings, 
thereby conditioning behavior. During the week, the 
students will have practiced all the professor taught, 
with a Sister staff member. Each girl is ready to show 
some small accomplishment when he returns to them. 
After about five or six weeks of music theory and ap- 
plication, progress in attitude is shown. This is the most 
gratifying situation although the element of skill is also 
present. At a period between seven or eight months, 
the junior graduates into the senior group, leaving her 
vacant place for one who waits eagerly for her oppor- 
tunity to join. A vacancy in this senior group is created 
when a girl returns to her home or to some other place 
in the community. Week by week, one or two members 
are replaced or displaced. Strange as this condition of 
movement may seein, it is not too disturbing to the 
group, even though melody may be crucified for a while. 


Increase in Self-esteem 


Sometimes there are recitals in which all the girls 
participate. The self-satisfaction and increase in self- 


esteem and personal pleasure at this time are immeasut- 
able. 


(Continued on page 373) 
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BY EILEEN ZIEGET SILBERMANN 





AM A LAY TEACHER. I work in a large eastern arch- 
| diocese in which 21 per cent of the elementary school 
teachers are lay instructors.1 At various educational 
meetings, at a graduate school of education, in restau- 
rants, street cars, and department stores I have talked 
with my fellow lay teachers listening to their opinions, 
criticisms, and ideals. I have found their opinions in- 
teresting, their criticisms constructive and their ideals a 
source of inspiration ; and I feel that they are deserving 
of a hearing and an appreciation. 

Who are these lay teachers? Generally speaking they 
are young women whose average age is twenty-eight, 
with 66 per cent between the ages of twenty and thirty- 
four. They have an average of five years teaching ex- 
perience, and backgrounds in such fields as social serv- 
ice, selling, office work, recreation, translating and 
library work. Sixty per cent are married, and have 
children of their own, save two. 


Teaching Load 


They are teaching in the parochial elementary schools 
with an average class size of fifty-three. Thirty-two per 
cent have more than fifty-five in class, and 81 per cent 
of the classes range between forty-five and sixty-four 
pupils. Besides the regular teaching load, 68 per cent 
have extra-curricular duties such as cafeteria super- 
vision, playground direction, field trips, library, the 
choir, or office work assigned to them. For their services 
last year, they received $50 per week during the school 
year ($1,800 per annum), or roughly one half as much 
as they would have received elsewhere had they not 
followed their “apostolic itch.’”’? 

Low salary and mountains of papers to correct are 
not the only discouraging factors confronting these 
teachers; there is also the additional factor of lack of 
security. Only 22 per cent have a written contract, and 
this contract covers only one scholastic year with no 
provision for automatic renewal. Thirty-three per cent 
were not covered by social security. Thirty-two per cent 
had absence due to sickness, death in the family, attend- 
ance at professional meetings, etc. deducted from their 
salary. Not a single lay teacher was protected by insur- 
ance; none had retirement benefits, and some of the 
teachers did not know what the word tenure meant. 

The situation can hardly be considered inviting to a 
young college graduate with the full professional certi- 
fication demanded by the state. As a result, only the 
inadequately qualified teachers gravitate to the parochial 
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Lay Teachers SPEAK THEIR MIND” 


school. Sixteen per cent of the teachers have had no 
education beyond high school ; 50 per cent did not have 
a college degree; 65 per cent have no teaching certifi- 
cate; 33 per cent never had a single course in the field 
of education. Fully qualified teachers who wish to make 
a life-work of their profession, to advance in it, to go 
on to higher study, to travel, to provide for sickness 
and old age simply cannot do it on $1800 a year. 

This is further demonstrated by the fact that 70 per 
cent have found it necessary to secure means of income 
other than their salary as lay teachers. This group is 
largely made up of the married women. The remaining 
30 per cent who have no other means of income, also 
have no dependents, but still must increase their income 
by working during the summer months. 


Motive for Choosing to Teach 


Despite this discouraging picture, the lay teachers in 
this archdiocese are basically satisfied with their work; 
they love it, love the children they teach, and they are 
on friendly terms with their principals and the religious 
teachers in their schools. In turn, there is no reason to 
suppose that they are not popular with the children and 
their parents. Generally, the motive for teaching in the 
parochial schools is a religious one, and they find com- 


pensations in the spiritual order for the sacrifices they. 


must make. 

It is doubtful that there is one teacher in the system 
who is there without the cost of some sacrifice. One 
teacher was offered a similar position in a private school 
which would pay her $4200 a year—a difference of 
$2400 in salary. This is no small contribution to the 
cause of Catholic education. Another teacher commuted 
sixty-eight miles a day to teach in a Catholic school. 
Still another deferred graduate study for a year to re- 
lieve a critical teacher shortage in her parish. One lost 
her pension because she taught in a parochial school for 
one year. 


Powerful Example for Good 


These are examples which could be multiplied over 


*The author is a Catholic mother teaching in a Catholic ele- 
mentary school. This article is based on a study she made of 
the lay teacher situation in Catholic schools as partial fulfillment 
for her Master’s thesis in a Catholic institution for higher 
learning. 

1Lay teachers constitute 10% of the faculty of the Catholic 
elementary schools in the United States. 

2The average teacher salary in public elementary schools was 
$3,425, last year. 














and over again. They are examples of sacrifice, dedica- 
tion, and devotion which at least equal the sacrifice, 
dedication, and devotion for which most religious 
teachers are justly praised. They are examples given 
without heroics, without notice. They show the posses- 
sion of a deep Christian life. Such example must have 
influence for good over students both now and in later 
life, for example is a powerful teacher. 

But these sacrifices, meritorious though they are, are 
made by teachers who are not always qualified from a 
professional standpoint. Pius XI has insisted that the 
good, the perfect schools are the result of good teachers 
“thoroughly prepared in the matter they have to teach.” 
Therefore, in compliance with the Holy Father’s wishes, 
the Catholic school systems must do what they can to 
retain the qualified teachers they have, and attract 
others to the profession. 


Improving the Lot of Lay Teachers 


Since it has been granted that the lay teachers are 
here to stay, some consideration must be given to their 
needs and recommendations. The lay teachers in this 
archdiocese offer these suggestions : 

1. Bring the salary scale up to the level of the public 
school system. Administrators may well groan that this 
is impossible due to already tight budgets, but it is 
necessary to obtain and hold qualified professional 
people. 

2. Provide a minimum amount of security in the 
form of written contracts and tenure (preferably with 
the archdiocese as employer). 


3. Invite lay teachers to participate in faculty meet- 
ings with the Religious, and to attend meetings of the 
parent-teachers association. The teachers complained 
that frequently directions were given or the order of the 
day changed without their being notified, and that this 
resulted in embarrassing situations for them. In exclud- 


ing the lay teachers from faculty meetings, a source of 
initiative, suggestions, and help is going untapped. 

4. Encourage attendance at professional meetings 
and urge continuous professional preparation. If at 
the present time teachers must be employed who are 
not qualified, attempts should be made to see that the 
basic requirements for certified teachers are not 
“watered down.” Teachers who have not received their 
degree or certification should be working toward such 


a goal. In-service training is a partial answer to a prob- 
lem which needs immediate attention. 


Provide for Privacy 


5. Provide some place in the school for the privacy 
of lay teachers. Although many schools were built be- 
fore lay teachers became numerous, and other schools 
are utilizing every available room for classroom space, 
the dignity of the profession demands that some degree 
of privacy be given. A place where the lay teacher can 
relax at noon may pay huge dividends in successful 
teaching performance in the afternoon. 


6. Place more than one lay teacher in a school. This 
may require more advanced planning on the part of 
religious superiors and administrators, but the lay 
teachers expressed a perference for having another lay 
teacher with them on the faculty. 


7. Insist upon the lay teachers giving the prescribed 
course of study in religion. In taking the lay teacher out 
of the classroom during this period and substituting a 
nun, the idea is fostered that there is an inequality be- 
tween the lay and the religious. God has called all men 
to sanctity ; He has appointed that each one attain holi- 
ness by his own paths. In addition, it should be pointed 
out that if the lay teacher is to have all her classes 
permeated with the influence of religion, there is little 
reason that she should not present it formally. 


Do Not Apologize for Lay Teachers 


8. Do not apologize for the lay teacher to parents or 
pupils. Listening to some pastors and principals one 
would think that lay teachers had no merits whatsoever 
and that they were second-class persons. It is not their 
fault that there is a shortage of religious vocations, and 
they certainly have no intention of displacing religious 
teachers in the Catholic schools. 


g. Give the lay teachers some form of organization 
which would provide for their spiritual and professional 
advancement, and promote some form of social contact 
with other members of the profession. Many lay teachers 
complain of the lack of social contacts due to teaching 
in a Catholic school with Religious whose private lives 
are necessarily different from theirs. 


10. Above all, show them the respect, the interest, 
sympathy, and the appreciation they deserve. 
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INTRODUCING THE CONNORS: 
Calls and Introductions 


By Sister Marie Angela, I.H.M., St. Francis de 
Sales H. S., Detroit 38, Michigan 


L are one Saturday morning Mary Ann and her 
mother were passing the convent of St. Mary parish. 

“Mother, couldn’t we go in now, to arrange with Sis- 
ter Cecilia for my music lessons?” 

“It would be convenient for us, but I don’t believe 
it would be the right time for Sister. You see, Mary 
Ann, I happen to know that this is the Sisters’ lunch 
hour, and it is never polite to call on anyone at or near 
meal time. So we had better return this afternoon to 
make these arrangements.” 

“IT never thought of that, Mother. I’m glad I have 
you to teach me the right way to do things. By the way, 
maybe I’d better ask you to teach me something else, 
too.” 

“Now what?” smiled Mother. 

“You've never met Sister Cecilia, have you, 
Mother ?” 

“No, I haven’t, but I hope to meet her this afternoon. 
Why ?” 


To Make an Introduction 


“Well, I do know Sister; and, if you don’t, it would 
be up to me to make an introduction, wouldn’t it?” 

“Of course. Does that trouble you?” 

“T’m not exactly sure how to do it, because the cour- 
tesy books say to introduce a younger person to an 
older one. I’m not just sure about Sister Cecilia.” 

Mother laughed. “Sisters don’t go by age, Mary Ann. 
We always mention the name of a priest or a Sister, 
or anyone of a higher rank or dignity first. So you may 
introduce me to Sister Cecilia, regardless of her age 
or mine.” 

“That is really something to know. I feel better now, 
thank you.” 


Frank Usher at Musicale 


Several months later, Mrs. Connors was invited to 
the school to attend an afternoon music recital to be 
given by the music pupils of the fifth and sixth grades. 
She was met at the school door by her son, Frank, who 
had been appointed to act as an usher for the occasion. 

“It is a pleasure to welcome you, Mrs. Connors,” 
Frank greeted her cheerily, opening the school door for 
her. “May I have the honor of escorting you to the 
recital hall ?” 
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Teacher to Teacher—In Brief 


“Thank you,” replied his mother. “I hope you are 
making all visitors feel as welcome as you have me. 
Are you going to attend the recital ?” 

“Yes. I think it is almost time for the music to 
begin, and, since most of the guests have already ar- 
rived, I know it will be all right for me to stay with you 
now. Bill and Jane are not very interested in music so 
they will stay here at the doors. But I know I must 
be there to hear Mary Ann play in her first recital. Here 
we are, and here is a good place for us.” 


Frank Near Fidgetting 

Frank enjoyed the music at first, but after some time 
he grew tired of sitting still, and wanted desperately to 
wiggle, or punch John McCall, who was seated just 
ahead of him, or even to get up and walk out. But he 
knew that his mother would be disgraced if her son 
forgot his manners, so he sat as still as he could, and 
listened as hard as he could. He was really proud of 
Mary Ann’s playing when her turn came, and ap- 
plauded heartily. After that there was some band music 
and, later on, singing, so it did not seem very long be- 
fore the orchestra brought the recital to a successful 
close. 

“That was a fine recital,” approved Mrs. Connors. 
“Now I should like to meet your teacher before I go. 
Where is she?” 


Frank Fails at Introduction 

“Over here,” 
way to Sister Grace Ellen. Now he was caught, and it 
was too late to do anything about it. When they reached 
Sister, his mother glanced at him in a questioning way, 
but poor Frank just stood, red-faced and dumb, with- 
out saying a word. How could he, when he knew it was 
time for an introduction, and he didn’t know how to 
make one? He had always depended on Mary Ann for 
such things, but his sister had not come from the play- 
ers’ room yet. 

Finally Sister Grace Ellen said, “Is this your mother, 
Frank? I am happy to meet you, Mrs. Connors.” 

Frank breathed more easily. That was kind of Sister, 
but he still had to reckon with Mother later. He was 
glad Mary Ann was not with them, or it would be even 
worse. 

After a short conversation with his teacher, Frank 
and his mother turned to go, when:a classmate ap- 
proached. 

“Hi, Frank!” greeted the boy. 

Again Frank gulped and hesitated. Finally he blurted 
out, “Chuckie, I’d like you to meet my mother.” 





answered Frank miserably, leading the 
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LORAS COLLEGE 

































(A Catholic college for men, day and resident, under the direction of the priests of 
the Archdiocese of Dubuque, Iowa, Loras College was incorporated by the State of 
lowa in 1894 and empowered to grant the usual academic degrees.) 


LOCATION 


Situated on a campus of some 50 acres in Dubuque, Iowa, Loras is approximately 18 
miles northwest of Chicago, 200 miles east of Des Moines, 325 miles south of the 
Twin Cities. 





ACCREDITATION AND AFFILIATION 


Loras is accredited by the North Central Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools, approved by the Iowa State Department of Education and the New York 
Board of Regents. The College is a charter member of the National Catholic Educa- 
tional Association and a member of the Association of American Colleges and Univer. 
sities and the National Commission on Accrediting. 





COLLEGE OBJECTIVES 


Conducted primarily for the education of young men for Christian leadership, the ideals 
of the college are set forth in the motto: “Pro Deo et Patria.” With Christ proposed 
as the real model of a truly Catholic life, all courses and activities on the campus are 
integrated in such a way as to encourage students to imitate Him in their daily life. 
From the viewpoint of education, the college offers not only a liberal arts program 
which provides an opportunity for a broad, general education and concentrated study 
in a particular field, but, also, programs which prepare students for graduate study 
and the fulfillment of pre-professional requirements for admission to colleges of com- 
merce, dentistry, engineering, law and medicine. 





FACULTY 


Priests and lay officers of instruction. 





LIBRARY 


115,000 volumes, over 5,000 U.S. Government documents, 300 current periodicals, 
research facilities. 

















DEGREES 


Bachelor of Arts (English, Latin, Greek, French, Spanish, German, Speech, Philosophy, 
Psychology, Education, Religion, Commerce, Economics, History, Political Science, 
Sociology, Art, Music, Music Education). 

Bachelor of Science (Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics, General Science). 
Pre-Professional Training (Dentistry, Engineering, Journalism, Law, Commerce, 
Medicine, Pharmacy). 


CURRICULUM DIVISIONS 
I Language and Literature, including departments of English, French, German, 
Spanish, Latin, Greek, Speech. 
II Philosophy, Psychology, Education and Religion, including departments of Philoso- 
phy, Education, Religion. 
III Social Sciences, including Departments of Commerce, Economics, History, Political 
Science, Sociology. 
IV Science, including departments of Biology, Chemistry, Engineering, Geology, 
Mathematics, Physics. 
V Fine Arts, including departments of Art, Music. 
VI Division of Physical Education. 




















Illustrations (counter-clockwise) : Loras Players; aerial view of campus; field problem; cafe- 
teria ; student editors ; micro-biology class. 
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Pro Deo et Patria 


LORAS COLLEGE 


THE CO-CURRICULUM 












Personnel Services: Freshman Orientation Program—Personalized Guidance Service 
—Placement Bureau—Formal and Informal Functions. 












College Societies and Clubs: The Loras Players—The Loras Band—Glee Club— 
Vested Choir—Curia—Delta Sigma—Fine Arts Guild—Philosophy Club—Labor 
Forum—Commerce Club—lIowa Future Teachers -Ass’n.—Student Senate—Forensics 
Squad—Delta Epsilon Sigma (national Catholic honorary society)—National Federa- 
tion of Catholic College Students—Catholic Students’ Mission Crusade—Sodality of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary—Propogation of the Faith—Seminarian Society. 









Student Publications: The Lorian (bi-weekly) —The Spokesman (quarterly )—The 
Purgold (annual). 


Athletics: Varsity schedules in football—basketball—baseball—track—golf—tennis— 
cross-country—wrestling. 


Intramural Athletics: Touch football—basketball—volleyball—softball—handball— 
baseball—tennis—golf—track and _ field—soccer—horseshoes—ping-pong—bowling— 
weight-lifting—free-throwing. 


































ADMISSION: GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 







Application for Admission forms, obtained by writing the Dean of Studies, Loras 
College, Dubuque, Iowa, should be filled out and returned with the $10.00 matricula- 
tion fee. A transcript of high school credits and letter of recommendation from the 
pastor are required. Students who wish to live on campus should also include the 
$10.00 room deposit. 


ADMISSION: SCHOLASTIC REQUIREMENTS 







1) Freshmen are admitted either by examination or by presentation of a certificate 
showing completion of at least fifteen units from a properly accredited four-year high 
school. The following must be included: three units in English, two units in any 
three of the four following fields, mathematics, foreign language, natural science, 
social science. 


2) Acceptance by the Committee on Admissions. 


3) Transfer students’ must supply a transcript of all work done at other institutions 
and a statement of honorable discharge from the school last attended. 


N.B. All entering freshmen are required to take placement examinations prior to 
registering for classes. 


EXPENSES FOR EACH SEMESTER 


RN EA eel aS a rg Bk er, Ra it le 


NN eo bee che ae Oi oi aie a ke MS eS hye di plainaled sake alee 200.00 
Room 


SCHOLARSHIPS 


A competitive scholarship program is administered annually in April in various areas. 
For complete information on scholarships, write the Dean of Studies. 







Illustrations (clockwise) : experimental psychology demonstration; in Loras Rock Bowl; one 
of residence halls; The Loras Band; at the grotto; commencement. 
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Regrets Inattention to Courtesy Lessons 


The minute the words were out he knew he was 
wrong. Well, how in the world could a fellow ever re- 
member? He wished now he had paid attention to those 
courtesy lessons. He noticed with relief that Mary Ann 
was coming now, with a group of other girls. Now, how 
would she handle the situation? 

“Mother,” began Mary Ann in an easy, cordial tone, 
“may I introduce a few of my school friends? Jane 
Gordon, Marie Smith, Helen Lewis, and Mary Mc- 
Carthy.” 

How did Mary Ann always know just the right way 
to do things? 

“Now before we go, Mother,” went on Mary Ann, 
after they had finished a friendly little chat with the 
girls, “I’d like you to meet my teacher. Here we are. 
Sister Marie Claire, I would like you to meet my 
mother, Mrs. Connors.” 

And Sister Marie Claire did look very young, thought 
Frank. How on earth did Mary Ann know? He must 
find out a few things before anything like this could 
happen again. 

“Mother and Frank, will you please wait for me 
near the front entrance?’ Mary Ann was requesting. 
“T must pick up my music before going home.” 


Frank Asks Advice from His Sister 


Frank carefully measured with his eye the distance 
down the long corridor. Mary Ann was leaving him 
high and dry again. Could he possibly escape through 
that front door without having to face another ordeal? 
No! His heart sank to his shoes. Halfway down the 
corridor stood Mother Rose, the principal of the whole 
school. Of all people! He glanced about, panic-stricken. 
His mother was talking to a woman of her acquaint- 
ance, and Mary Ann was just about to disappear up the 
side stairway to get her music. Frank dashed after her 
as fast as he could go without being rude. 

“Mary Ann!” he whispered hoarsely. 

His sister turned, surprised. “Why, Frank! what’s 
the trouble?” 

“Trouble enough!” he groaned. “Sis, please save my 
life and tell me how to start an introduction. I never 
know which name to say first. And we’ll have to pass 
Mother Rose to get out of here!” 

Mary Ann smiled. “Don’t look so tragic about it. It 
really isn’t so bad. Just remember to say the most im- 
portant person’s name first.” 

“Is that all there is to it?’ gasped Frank. 

“That’s the main thing, in an emergency.” 

“Thanks a lot, Sis,” breathed Frank in a relieved 
tone. 

He returned to his mother, and together they started 
toward the front door. Yes, Mother Rose was still 
there, near her office. But there was no panic in Frank’s 
heart now. 


Wonderful Feeling to Know How 


“Mother Rose, I would be glad to have you meet my 
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mother, Mrs. Connors,” he beamed, without even q 
shake in his voice. It was a wonderful feeling to really 
know’ the right thing to do. 

“It is a pleasure to know you, Mrs. Connors,” ae. 
knowledged Mother Superior graciously. “I am happy 
to have the opportunity to tell you how pleased we are 
with your children, especially in matters of courtesy, 
Not every boy would know how to make an introduc. 
tion correctly and so easily as Frank has just done it, 
You really have reason to be proud of your children’s 
home training.” 

“Thank you, Mother,” beamed Mrs. Connors. 

And Frank resolved on the spot that he would never, 
never forget Mary Ann’s timely advice, “say the most 
important name first.” It was well worth remembering 
anything to make his mother as pleased as she was right 
now. She wasn’t saying a word, either, about the two 
embarrassing blunders he had made this afternoon, 
Perhaps Mother Rose’s compliment would make her 
forget all about them. He hoped so! 


Problems to Discuss 


. Can you tell what mistakes Frank made in the story? 
. What would have been the right way in each case? 
3. Do you remember Mary Ann’s simple rule for intro- 
ductions ? 
4. When is an introduction necessary ? 
. Why is it important to learn the right way when you 
are young? 


Points to Remember 


. Do not call anyone at or near meal time. 

. On leaving, thank your host and hostess for the en- 
joyable time. Never thank for refreshments. 

. Ask visitors in and request them to take a seat. Ask 
for their wraps, and make them feel welcome. 

. Introduce a gentleman to a lady, a younger person 
to an older one. 

“Mrs. Jones, I want you to know Mr. Miller.” 
“Barbara Green, may I present Robert Smith?” 
“Mr. Moran (elderly,) I would like you to meet Mr. 

Rockne (young).” 

5. Mention the relationship: “Miss Pierce, may I pre- 
sent my sister, Jeanne?” 

6. At a small party, introduce each guest to everyone 
in the gathering. It is sufficient to start at a special 
place and go around the group announcing names 
one after another, as: “Miss Broun, I would like you 
to meet my mother, my father, Ruth Davis, Elaine 
Henry, and Jack Cullen.” 

. When introduced, bow and mention the name of the 
person: “How do you do, Miss Thompson.” 


Projects 
Dramatize the following scenes: 
1. Introduce your father to a priest. 
2. Introduce a friend to your mother. 
3. Introduce a girl and a boy. 
4. Introduce a friend to a group. 
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QUESTIONING IS KEY 
to Efficient Teaching 


Brother Basil, F.S.C., Brothers of the Christian 
Schools, Lafayette, Louisiana : 


S ocRATES, leading Greek philosopher and teacher, con- 
sidered teaching as a dialogue between souls. From 
personal experience with his many disciples, such as 
Aristotle, he knew that because of his intelligence man 
js “an inquisitive animal.” The incessant quest of man 
after truth is evidenced by the ever-questioning child 
as well as by the curiosity of the scientist who never 
tires of quizzing nature to discover its multiple laws. 

If such is the universal propensity of our nature, it 
is evident that teaching is but a systematic and organ- 
ized method of satisfying our inquisitive minds and that 
it is efficient only in as much as it satisfies man’s yearn- 
ing for knowledge by guiding and activating all his 
faculties in their search and conquest of truth. 


Thirst for Knowledge 


This human thirst for truth needs guidance and en- 
couragement lest the nobler strivings of the soul be 
enslaved by the apathy of the body and man’s bent to 
sensual satisfaction. The Socratic method is but a means 
of freeing the mind in man’s higher striving. The active 
question and answer method of imparting knowledge 
intends : 

1—To hold attention, to keep the mind alert, and 
to promote thinking. 

2.—To give vent to the natural activity of children 
and thus permit them to shape and express their per- 
sonality. 

3—To awaken and guide scientific curiosity. 

4.—To promote and form critical acumen. 

5.—To train the young in the art of clear, correct, 
and courteous self-expression. 

6.—To guide the teacher in discovering and stirring 
mental apathy. 

7—To point out misunderstandings and scientific 
errors that need rectification. 


Condition for Good Questioning 


Whoever has acted as chairman of a debating con- 
test, participated in open-air discussion, or presided 
over a legislative assembly knows how trying it is either 
to ask or to answer pertinent questions. Questioning 
in the classroom will readily turn into ridiculous quiz- 
zing or wisecracking unless the following conditions 
prevail : 

1. The remote and immediate preparation of the 
teacher must be thorough: he must have surveyed the 
potential field of the lesson so that he may give a precise 
and accurate answer to any scientific question. 

2. He must have a practical knowledge of his stu- 
dents, of their mental ability, acquired knowledge, ambi- 
tions, and the historical, traditional and economic cir- 
cumstances in which they live. 
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3. The content of the questions should be derived 
from the assumed knowledge of the students, from the 
oral exposition of the lesson, or from the correspond- 
ing section of the textbook. 

4. Some questions intended to further the. scientific 
curiosity of the most active and brilliant students may 
be asked, but their answer should be postponed until 
interested students have had time to consult the sources 
and answer the challenge in the form of a report. 

5. Question should be short, clear, pertinent, varied, 
and free from mannerism. 

6. The Socratic method, to be efficient, requires disci- 
pline and cooperation. 


Questioning Has Various Ends 


The master of the Socratic method will not only ask 
questions but will also promote the asking of well- 
directed inquiries whenever he is prepared to give short, 
clear, and scientific answers. His own questioning will 
have, according to circumstances, different ends in view. 
He may ask only drill questions intended to promote 
factual knowledge. Most of his questioning will be 
directed to the promotion of right and clear reading. 
Some questions aim at recalling sub-conscious know- 
ledge; others appeal to comparison or analogy. Some- 
times application of right judgment is required. Some 
questions are of the cause and effect type or require 
further explanation, summary, or analysis. Research 
questions should be precise, fitted to circumstances, and 
relatively easy to investigate. 


OUR CULTURAL ACTIVITIES 
How Catholic? 


By Sister Maria Leona, I.H.M., York Catholic High 
School, York, Pennsylvania 


Is THESE DAYS when the cultural activities of our sec-- 
ondary schools seem to claim more of the limelight than 
our scholastic achievements, we must be very keenly 
aware of our obligation to keep these activities at a 
high Christian level. I say “keep” advisedly, for I am 
firmly convinced that at the present time, our Catholic 
secondary schools are doing excellent work in their 
cultural activities. My best source material comes from 
those teachers actually engaged in music instruction, in 
coaching dramatic productions, and in school journal- 
ism. Questionnaires were formulated and distributed 
among secondary schools of various types—all-boy, all- 
girl, and co-educational, having enrollments of from 
three hundred to three thousand students. While there 
was some diversity of opinion, the replies revealed a 
marked similarity in fundamental principles. Modera- 
tors in the three departments, music, dramatic, and pub- 
lications, have stressed a common outcome—certainly 
highly Christian in character—that students who par- 
ticipate in these actvities learn to subordinate selfish 
inclinations to the greater good of the group, to recog- 
nize and respect the talents of others, and to sacrifice 
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COLLEGE OF MOUNT SAINT VINCENT 


(A _ Catholic college tor women, resident and day, conducted by the Sisters of Charity 


of New York. Established in 1910, separating itself then from the Academy of Mount 
Saint Vincent, which dates from 1847.) 


LOCATION 


96-acre campus, Riverdale-on-Hudson, New York City, 30 minutes from Grand 
Central. 


ACCREDITATION AND AFFILIATIONS 


Officially recognized as an approved four-year college by the Middle States Association 
of Colleges and Secondary Schools, the Regents of the University of the State of 
New York, and the National Catholic Education Association. Approved by the Asso- 
ciation of American Universities. Affiliated with the Catholic University of America. 


COLLEGE OBJECTIVES 


The college offers to young women that training in the arts and sciences, in philosophy 
and religion which will enable them to enter the field of their chosen work thoroughly 
equipped, and to conduct themselves therein with credit and even with distinction. To 
that end, the student is required to lay the foundation of a broad general culture during 
the first two years of college. The last two years are devoted to the cultivation of the 
student’s major interests, with a continued requirement in philosophy and religion. 


FACULTY 


Sisters of Charity, priests, and an equal number of lay men and women. 


LIBRARY 


Over 35,000 volumes, 175 current periodicals and newspapers. 


DEGREES 


Bachelor of Arts (English—Fine Arts—Languages—History—Social Studies—Mathe- 
matics). 


Bachelor of Science (Biology—Chemistry—Commerce—Education—Nursing). 


CURRICULAR FIELDS 
I Language, Literature (English, Latin, French, Spanish), and Art. 
II Social Studies, History and Political Science. 


III Natural and Physical Sciences, Mathematics, Commerce Education, Nursing. 
The minor and electives may be chosen from the above groups and also from 
the fields of Education, German, Greek, Italian, Philosophy, and Psychology. 
Majors in Nursing take their third and fourth years at St. Vincent’s Hospital, 
New York City, and earn both the B.S. and the R.N. in four years. 


Illustrations (counter-clockwise): library; before Glee Club recital; administration build- 
ing; nursing majors ; college social; traditional May ceremony. 
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Bonitatem et Disciplinam et Scientiam Doce Me 


COLLEGE OF MOUNT SAINT VINCENT 


CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 


Personnel: Academic and personal guidance by faculty advisers; Health service; 
Placement Service and Vocational Guidance; annual retreat; Catholic Action program. 


College Societies and Clubs: Alpha Kappa Club—Aquinas Club—Art Guild—Debating 
Society—Der Winfried Verein—El Circulo Santa Teresa—Epsilon Phi—Glee Club— 
Il Circulo di Caterina da Siena—Keys and Kurves—-Le Cercle Jeanne d’Arc—Literary 
Society—Masque—National Federation of Catholic College Students—Nurses Club— 
Psychology Club—Science Club—Sodality of the Blessed Virgin—Stagecraft Club. 


Athletics: Athletic Association and program for indoor and outdoor sports in large 
gymnasium and campus: horseback riding—swimming—water ballet—tennis—archery. 


Student Publications: Campus Record (bi-monthly )—Fonthill Dial (quarterly )—The 
Perapet (annual). 






































ADMISSION: GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 


Application for admission should be made to the Director of Admissions, College of 
Mount Saint Vincent, Riverdale 71, New York. Blayks and scholarship information 


included with catalogue. Registration fee of $10 (not refundable) should accompany 
admissions application. 












ADMISSION: SCHOLASTIC REQUIREMENTS 


1) A satisfactory record from an accredited high school. 

2) 16 units, including four in English, three in one modern language or two each in 
two, one in American history, two and one half in mathematics, one in science, plus 
electives to make up the difference. (For nursing curriculum, two units in science, 
including chemistry.) 

3) Satisfactory ratings on the Scholastic Aptitude Test, English Test, and one achieve- 
ment test of the College Entrance Examination Board. 























EXPENSES FOR THE YEAR 


Tuition 




















TAR I nN eal 5 at ee OO ML es aie olga ai 700.00 
General Fee (includes library, gymnasium and pool, lectures, 

club dues, informary service, college publications). 50.00 
SEEN Siren 21 ts, sextet ioa ey ete 2 ae etn imacctet einai ore ya ace 10.00 
ARO NNENMMME cg) Ute, Sine da cues Gunen ee emudmens 10.00 





(Fees for majors in nursing are considerably less in third and fourth 
years as maintenance is provided at St. Vincent’s Hospital without 
cost to the student). 










SCHOLARSHIPS AND STUDENT AID 


Two full-tuition and several partial-tuition scholarships awarded annually on a com- 
petitive basis. Inquiries concerning scholarships should be made to the Director of 
Admissions before January 1. Opportunities for service grants are afforded to deserv- 
ing and well-qualified students who find it difficult to meet the regular expenses. 


pus jobs in the library, science department, and administrative offices are also 
available. 



















Illustrations (clockwise) : supervised. practice teaching ; swimming class; in freshman dorm ; 
newspaper staff; literature seminar; upperclassman dining hall. 
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time and effort for the attainment of worthwhile pro- 
duction. . 


What of the Excluded Majority? 


During this refining process, the students are con- 
stantly under Catholic auspices, with earnest Catholic 
teachers reminding them to supernaturalize their motives 
and thus increase their spiritual treasury. The effect 
of such training is evident on those who receive it; but, 
unfortunately, they are in the minority. The dull stu- 
dent is not mentally equipped to handle either the re- 
quirements of school journalism or the memory load 
exacted in dramatics. He might, however, sing with 
the group. Yet, judging from the replies received, very 
few schools offer any music to more than a highly- 
screened minority of talented students. While there is 
no intention to discount the magnificent work done with 
music students, nor the splendid results obtained, never- 
theless we wonder if something could not be done about 
the excluded majority? 


Youth Likes to Sing 

All boys and girls like to sing, regardless of their 
ability, and possibly one or several general music periods 
of motets, hymns, and the like, available to all might 
solve the problem of cultural activity. Perhaps in that 
way, too, we could give our students a deeper acquaint- 
ance and appreciation of Gregorian music. What could 
be more truly Catholic than to educate our students to 
prefer in our churches music that is, as Pope Pius X 
so beautifully expresses it in his Motu Proprio, * 
good and serious and dignified enough to be worthy of 
liturgical use.”” This too, is one of the objectives of the 
Mediator Dei of His Holiness, Pope Pius XII. 


About Drum Majorettes 


On the other hand, are we failing to comply with our 
Holy Father’s wishes when we add girl majorettes to 
our marching bands? Many religious teachers have 
uttered a decided No; just as many, and perhaps even 
a larger quota, have written a very emphatic Yes. Pope 
Pius XI warned us in his encyclical on Christian Edu- 
cation of Youth that “ . . . in gymnastic exercises and 
deportment, special care must be had of Christian mod- 
esty in young women and girls, which is so gravely 
impaired by any kind of exhibition in public.” Even in 
our Catholic schools, where uniforms are regulated to 
meet the standards of Christian modesty and drills are 
conducted on a very conservative scale, have these girls 
anything to gain by participation in this activity? Have 
they not, rather, much to lose? It seems to me there is 
a matter for discussion on this point. 


Dramatics and Speech 


In the field of dramatics and speech, our schools are 
doing outstanding work with truly Christian programs. 
While many teachers decry the lack of good Catholic 
dramatic material, yet all are vigilant in making their 
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selections and in deleting even the slightest improprie- 
ties in the plays they produce. Two very excellent sug. 
gestions came in reply to my questionnaire. First, that 
we encourage students with writing ability to dramatize 
scenes from Sacred Scripture and the lives of the saints, 
Students of the Philadelphia Catholic high schools have 
very effectively dramatized radio programs covering 
notonly lives of saints, but also of Catholic scien- 
tists, artists, and writers, as well as founders of every 
religious community in the Philadelphia area. What 
Christ-bearers these boys and girls have been to their 
unseen audiences! Who can gauge the harvest that may 
be reaped from such a widespread sowing ? 

Christophers, too, are those students from our own 
diocese of Harrisburg, who take part in the Forensic 
League inaugurated by our Most Reverend Bishop 
Leech, and conducted under his patronage. These pupils 
select their own topics, write their own papers—Catho- 
lic in theme, or based upon the Catholic viewpoint of a 
current social or political problem. The work of their 
own classmates is always of vital interest to other stu- 
dents, and many exceptionally fine ideas were carried 
across to them through this medium. Stirring and con- 
vincing talks on such topics of current interest as social- 
ized medicine, euthanasia, the Christopher movement, 
have given our Catholic high school students some excel- 
lent food for thought. You may attribute my enthusi- 
asm over this activity to the fact that for the past two 
years, York Catholic High School has won the Bishop’s 
traveling trophy! 


Catholic Theatre Conference 


The second helpful suggestion sent to me was that 
all Catholic high schools interested in dramatics join the 
Catholic Theatre Conference to obtain the advantages 
it offers. Among these advantages are a lending library 
of over a thousand plays, and a list of recommended 
plays suitable for production by Catholic theater groups. 
Such organizations as the Catholic Theater Conference 
won the encomium of our Holy Father, Pope Pius XII: 
“Worthy of all praise and encouragement,” he says, “are 
those educational associations which have for their ob- 
ject to point out to parents and educators by means of 
suitable books and periodicals, the dangers to morals and 
religion that are often cunningly disguised in books and 
theatrical representations. In their spirit of zeal for the 
souls of the young, they endeavor at the same time to 
circulate good literature and to promote plays that are 
really instructive.” 


Dues Reasonable 


Such an affiliation, therefore, would not only be in 
perfect accord with papal directive, but would solve the 
problem of finding appropriate dramatic vehicles for 
our high school students, and by means of a production 
calendar issued monthly, would keep the members it- 
formed of the accomplishments of other groups. Men 
bership may be held by individuals or groups, the initia 
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tion fee being one dollar and the dues ten dollars a year 
under either category. 

Reports on the publications of our Catholic secondary 
schools are highly encouraging. Editorials for the most 
part are a vital and inspiring challenge to boys and girls 
for better personal living. Students with a flair for 
writing are offered an opportunity to see their work in 
print, and are encouraged to become the Catholic authors 
of tomorrow. The old personal, or gossip column, so 
frequently offending good taste, if not even Christian 
charity, is being frowned upon by the more discerning 
young journalist of today, and is fast disappearing from 
school newspapers. 
the attractive, vigorous publications of their school, are 
led through that channel to support the Catholic press, 
and to become thinking Catholic readers. 

While there are undoubtedly many publications that 
do not measure up to this high rating, nevertheless the 
general trend of our Catholic publications is upward. 
Every effort is being put forth in our cultural activities 
to train our students in the spirit of cooperation, in good 
living, and in Christian charity. 


In Praise of Religious Comics 


(Continued from page 353) 


Reading Faces Three Groups 

It has been claimed that if there were no comics, our 
youth would read books. That, of course, needs proof. 
However, in every age there are three classes of people: 
those who will read books; those who can and won't; 
and those who simply cannot read books. Those who 
will read books most likely will not read comics, and 
if they are to learn the truths of their religion, they 
will learn them from books. Those who either will not 
or cannot read books will read comics. It they be fur- 
nished with good religious comics, they have a splendid 
means of learning and having their lives affected by 
truths they would never know otherwise. Of such per- 
sons there are millions in our country. They are the ones 
the publishers of religious comics are reaching and 
teaching. Can that be bad? 

The whole question of the value of methods in teach- 
ing religion cannot be discussed unless aim and purpose 
be kept clearly in mind. If they are not, sad consequen- 
ces may follow. A Sister once roundly condemned a 
highly effective religious filmstrip because of the calibre 
of the pictures. She maintained that she was trying to 
teach her girls appreciation of fine art, and showing 
such merely illustrative pictures might undo the good 
she was attempting. Such a classic example of missing 
the point might be more common than generally sup- 
posed. The aim of the filmstrip was not to teach art but 
to teach religion. A tool must be fitted to its task. We 
do not stud the handle of a hammer with precious gems. 
So, too, artistic masterpieces composing a religious 
filmstrip could very easily “get in the way” of its teach- 
ing religion through distraction, and the pupil be ab- 
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Students becoming interested in~ 


sorbed in art appreciation instead of learning religion. 
In any event, pictures are means and the end is religion, 
not art. It was such confusion of means and end that 
resulted in the evil effects of the Renaissance. Scholars, 
ignoring the end, concentrated their studies on the 
means of pagan art and letters, that is, form and style, 
and because they lost sight of their aim, they wound up 
achieving the wrong end, namely humanism. What a 
tragedy if teachers of religion, too fastidious about the 
means, should do the same! 


Not Ask too Much 


So let us not ask too much from religious comics. If 
they do the job they aim to do and claim to do, namely 
teach, that, in itself, is a magnificent trimph. As a 
writer in Redbook states: “Because so many millions 
of readers in every social and intellectual stratum take 
their comic strips as part of their daily diet, it is only 
natural that the comics exert. a tremendous social in- 
fluence on their readers. Indeed it is doubtful whether 
any other single medium is more effective in presenting 
ideas — both to children and adults — than are the 
comics.” (Ed. Note: Not to be overlooked are Topix, 
published by the Catechetical Guild, a pioneer in the 
field, which we are told is to issue ‘““Know Your Mass” 
this year ; and the comic sections in Our Sunday Visitor, 
the Register’s national edition, and The Catholic Boy.) 


Orchestra Project 


(Continued from page 362) 


The girls do not take their instruments with them 
when they return home, but they do take the beauty and 
spirit they have absorbed into their persons. 

The next time you see one of our delinquent girls 
standing strong and docile before the judge, or sitting 
in casual, friendly conversation with her parole officer 
or caseworker, you may understand that her tears may 
have been channeled into the tremolo of the violin, her 
inferiority feelings into the wailing saxophone, her 
timidity into the deep cavity of the trombone. Even her 
definite anti-social tendencies might have been caught 
beneath the rhythmic beat-beat of the kettle drum. 

You will appreciate the efforts of our charges to 
direct those urges which crowd into their humdrum or 
adventurous lives. They bring sparkle and beauty when 
they are expressed as music. 

In spite of their classifications, case histories, and 
classic struggles for self-preservation, our orchestra 
members seem to be no longer delinquents, but rather, 
living, vibrant human beings with sometimes frighten- 
ing vitality, but always an eternal destiny, guiding their 
emotional drives into safe and rewarding areas, substi- 
tuting and sublimating energies, even to the extent of 
discovering the Absolute in the Truth and Beauty re- 
vealed to them through the welfare agency of music. 
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Achieving Peace of Heart, by Nar- 
ciso Irala, S.J. Translated by 
Lewis Delmage, S.J. (Joseph F. 
Wagner, Inc., 1954; pages 189; 
price $3.50). 


In the Saturday Review for De- 
cember 11, 1954, there is an article 
on “Peace of Mind” by Warren 
Weaver, director of the division of 
natural sciences of the Rockefeller 
Foundation. He is disgusted with the 
many books which have appeared on 
that subject, even with those which 
have the distinction of being best 
sellers, like Joshua Liebman’s and 
Norman Vincent Peale’s. “I most 
emphatically prefer a divine discon- 
tent,” he writes, “to peace of mind” ; 
he wants that restlessness which 
drives man on and keeps him from 
being “dull, insensitive, lazy, com- 
placent, phlegmatic, and apathetic.” 
It seems strange that he implies a 
complete disjunction between the 
supine quiescence of a corpse in 
which only maggots move and the 
whirling adventurousness of a mind 
never at ease ; that he describes peace 
in terms of that “non-activity” which 
Schweitzer gratuitously attributes to 
the thinkers of early Christianity and 
the Middle Ages. Unless basic peace 
underlie man’s questings, there is 
likely to be only motion without pro- 
gress. There is in our day a high in- 
cidence of discontent which is any- 
thing but “divine.” 

Hence the incomparable value of 
a volume of this kind. It is detailed, 
practical and empirical in that it was 
written by a man who once walked 
the crepuscular valley of nervous 
disorder and has since investigated 
it exhaustively. Father Irala has 
helped thousands with his counsel 
and his lectures and ‘this book which 
in Portuguese, Spanish, Polish and 
Italian is well on its way already to 
classic stature. Father Lewis Delm- 
age has done us a great service in 
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doing it into lucid, attractive and 
readable English. Anyone who has 
had intimate experience in the direc- 
tion of souls will realize its value 
at once. It will be of immense use- 
fulness to priests, doctors, counsel- 
lors, and educators as well as to any 
individual who wants to restore or 
preserve that fine equipoise of rea- 
son and judgement which we call 
peace of heart. 

(Rev.) WittrAm A. Donacay, S.J. 


The Rosary in Action. By John J. 
Johnson. (B. Herder Book Com- 
pany, St. Louis, 1954; pages viii, 
271; price $1.75). 

Written by a layman primarily 
for lay people, The Rosary in Ac- 
tion emphasizes the essential mean- 
ing of the rosary devotion—the ac- 
companiment of meditation with 
the vocal prayers. This book offers 
the busy lover of Our Lady a for- 
mula for the effective recitation of 
her favorite prayer. 

To overrule objections to the 
mechanical recitation of the prayers 
and to the difficulty of meditating 
concurrently, the author offers his 
own experiences. Like many an- 
other, he carried his rosary on his 
person when exposed to the shell 
fire of World War I and later in 
his life, recited it daily as a member 
of the Legion of Mary; but, unlike 
others, he determined to make its 
recitation a revitalizing force in his 
life. Having read all the available 
spiritual books on the rosary and 
failing to find in them the secret of 
blending meditation with the vocal 
prayers, he devised his own method. 
This he reveals to us in The Rosary 
in Action. 


The reader is not only convinced - 


that this method will work but is 
also assured of the power of the 
rosary from its historical back- 
ground, while being given detailed 
explanation and directions for its 


recitation. As an aid to meditation, 
practical outlines and complete de- 
velopment of the mysteries of the 
rosary are supported by the Gospel 
versions of them. 

Mr. Johnson’s The Rosary in 
Action would be a valuable addition 
to every layman’s bookshelf. 

Sister M. EpMunp, R. S. M. 


A Guide for Social Action. By Yves 
de Montcheuil, S. J. (Fides Pub- 
lishers, Chicago, 1954; pages 85; 
price $1.50). 


On November 2, 1954, the Holy 
Father spoke before an assembly of 
cardinals and bishops and in his 
address he warned about errors re 
garding the Church and the current 
social order. He said: “The power 
of the Church is not bound by the 
limits of ‘matters strictly religious; 
as they say, but the whole matter of 
natural law, its foundation, its im 
terpretation, its application, so far 
as their moral aspects extend, are 
within the Church’s power. For the 
keeping of the Natural Law, by 
God’s appointment, has reference to 
the road by which man has to ap 
proach his supernatural end.” 


With this warning in mind we 
recommend that our priests, fe 
ligious, and laity study carefully the 
wealth of doctrine and experience, 
encompassed in Father de Mont- 
cheuil’s excellent handbook. For 
here are the answers to many of the 
vexing social problems confronting 
the Church and the faithful. For 
the Church possesses divine truth 
and principles of positive action. 
Yet we read: “The Church is a 
ways ready to help us find a true 
solution, but we ourselves must dis- 
cover it, create it, by taking into 
account present conditions. She 
does not present us with something 
ready-made, but with something we 
must adapt.” (Continued on page 391) 
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DUCATOR 


When Planning for the Spring Semester, 
REMEMBER— 


The 
SAINT ANDREW 
DAILY MISSAL 


(Regular Edition) 


is all your students need to understand 
the meaning of the Mass 


VV Many excellent historical and doctrinal notes help students “live the 
Mass” 


\V Numerous illustrations aid students in visualizing scenes from the Gospel 
\/V Easy to use by students . . . arranged simply with large, easy-to-read type 


\/ Sturdy, inexpensive edition (OR—$3.75 retail) brings the daily missal 
within students’ means 


\V Contains all other prayers and devotions students need 


VV A 32-page booklet of practical teaching suggestions that will help you 
explain the Mass to your boys and girls is included with each order 


THE MOST COMPLETE LARGE EDITION 


This 2,000-page Edition has everything; it’s your com- 
plete Mass Book. For educators and students who 
want a Missal containing not only everything pertain- 
ing to the Mass, but Vespers, Compline and valuable 
instructional material, this Edition can’t be equalled. 
Just to mention a few features, this Edition contains 
all the supplementary Masses for different counties 
and dioceses; preceding each Church Season are 
valuable doctrinal, historical and liturgical notes 
complete with maps and illustrations; English and 
Latin text throughout its 2,096 pages. 


Write today for free illustrated brochure describing the Saint Andrew Daily Missal 


ORDER FROM YOUR FAVORITE CHURCH GOODS DEALER, BOOK STORE OR 


THE E. M. LOHMANN CO. 


413-415-417 SIBLEY STREET ST. PAUL 1, MINNESOTA 


The CATHOLIC EDUCATOR 





pY LAURENCE A. LEAVEY 
Saint Vincent College Library, Latrobe, Pennsylvania 


CHRISTIAN BOOKS. 


6 NOWLEDGE, LOVE, AND UNDERSTANDING’ — a 

K phrase read many years ago—has continued to 
recur to my memory at infrequent intervals ; and always 
it has carried with it the power to stir the imagination 
and to arouse the intellect. It may have been, perhaps, the 
apparent anti-climax of the arrangement that was at first 
puzzlingly disturbing, since the order seemed to confute 
the Pauline preaching of Christ’s commandment, “and 
the greatest of these is charity (love).” But since 
mystics, like poets (perhaps the terms are synony- 
mous?), have an “apperception of reality,” the author 
may well have appreciated the fact that we cannot love 
without at first knowing; and that having love, we 
bear much and forgive much. We understand. 


Theme of Catholic Book Week 


Such thoughts must have prompted the Catholic Book 
Week Committee of the Catholic Library Association 
to choose its theme for 1955, Christian Books: Beacons 
in a Troubled World. For surely it must have been 
motivated by the underlying recognition of the force 
of a rightly-ordered book in enabling us to perceive the 
truth, in encouraging us to appreciate the truth, and in 
compellingly illuminating our comprehension of the 
multi-faceted pattern of the universality of truth. By 
aiding us to know, to love and to understand, a good 
book, beacon-like, will guide our finite approach toward 
that omnipotent omniscience and universal understand- 
ing which is divine Wisdom, which is Love. 

It is a fortuitous circumstance that this annual listing 
appears this year during Catholic Press Month, and 
preceding Catholic Book Week. It is hoped that still 
further well-deserved attention will thereby be tendered 


Beacons in a Troubled World 


these observances. It has been a distinct pleasure for 
me to have taken part in the preparation of this list, 
though I regret most sincerely the circumstance that 
occasioned my role. Mr. Eugene P. Willging has faith- 
fully compiled this list in other years. An unfortunate 
eye affliction (fortunately, only temporary) prevented 
his continuation of that task this year. It thus befell 
my lot to undertake it. 


Analogous to Compiling Anthology 


The preparation of a listing of books is somewhat 
analagous to the compilation of an anthology. The 
selector seeks to cull from out the past (the immedi- 
ate past, in this instance) those bibliographical items 
which he has read, studied and perhaps even enjoyed; 
those bibliographical items which he feels will enrich 
the imagination, increase the knowledge, and broaden 
the outlook of the peruser; those bibliographical items, 
furthermore, which the selector wishes to share, com- 
panion-wise, with others. 

Since the 1954 list had included titles published 
through March 1954, this listing of 221 books has been 
restricted, in the main, to titles issued during the nine- 
month period, April-December, 1954. In some few 
instances, books issued preceding this period have also 
been included. To aid the reader further, and to vary - 
the style of annotation, book reviews were consulted for 
facile phrases that aptly indicated the scope or style (or 
both) of the book listed. Sources have been indicated 
whenever such have been used. 

This then is the 1955 list. I add the hope that it may 
be of service. 


ANNOTATED LIST OF SELECTED BOOKS 


RELIGION and 
APOLOGETICS 


Kenedy. $3 


Barbet, Pierre, M.D. Doctor at Calvary. 


author's essays on things Catholic, told 
with humor and acumen. 


Aradi, Zsolt. Shrines to Our Lady around 
the World. Farrar, Straus & Young. 
$5 

The author, by means of photographs 
and text, traces the spread of our Lady's 
cultus from the earliest times to the 
Present. Truly a pictorial pilgrimage. 


February 1955 


A deeply-moving and absorbing account 
of our Lord’s passion and crucifixion, 
based on an examination of the Holy 
Shroud. 


Breig, Joseph. Under My Hat. McMullen. 


$2.50 
A collection of this zealously Catholic 


Burke, Thomas J. M., S.J., Ed. Mary and 


Modern Man. America Press. $3.50 
Ten authors present not “a theological 
or a devotional book” but rather “an in- 
vestigation of the ‘cultural’ relevance of 
Mary to our times” (Msgr. Joseph M. 
Egan, America, Oct. 23, 1954, p. 101). 
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Religion 

(Cont.) 

Cecilia, Sister M., O.S.B. Companion to 
the Missal for Sundays and Principal 
Feasts. Bruce. $3.75 

“A compact analysis of the total mean- 
ing of each of the liturgical seasons.” 


Choleric, Brother, pseud. Cracks in the 
Cloister. Sheed and Ward. $2.50 
Hilariously delightful cartoons pictur- 
ing the fondly amusing foibles of monks 

and nuns. 


Conniff, James C. G. Story of the Mass. 
Wyn. $2.50 

Twenty-one full page photographs of 

the ceremonies of the Mass, with ex- 
planatory text. 


Dirkes, Walter. Monk and the World. 
Trans. by Daniel Coogan. McKay. 
$3.50 

The author, a German newspaperman, 
tells of the role played by four religious 
orders in the work of the Church. 


Giese, Vincent J. Apostolic Itch. Fides. 
$2.75 
A layman’s personal account of the 
Christian's task in society. 
Guardini, Romano. The Lord. Regnery. 
$6.50 
“Guardini has here offered a picture of 
Christ that should re-focus our adora- 
tion of Him. . . . And what an image 
of love, truth, divine mystery and human 
kindness it is!” (H. A. Reinhold, Com- 
monweal, Nov. 19, 1954, p. 192.) 
Harrison, Martin. Credo: A _ Practical 
Guide to the Catholic Faith. Reg- 
nery. $4.50 
“A miniature and simple Summa for the 
work-a-day Catholic.” (Preface. ) 
Johnston, Joseph. God's Secret Armies. 
Putnam. $3.75 
The story of the religious underground 
movement in Russia and the satellite 
states. 
Kane, George L., Ed. Why I Became a 
Brother. Newman. $2.50 
The members of various religious broth- 
erhoods explain the motivating reasons 


Let— 


ENRICHMENT RECORDS 


Based on LANDMARK Books 
Help you promote 


CATHOLIC BOOK WEEK 


For free announcer’s scripts to use when introducing the 
records during assembly programs, over PA systems, or 
local radio stations—send in coupon on ENRICHMENT 
RECORDS Brochure received in your CATHOLIC BOOK 


WEEK KIT. 


ENRICHMENT RECORDS make young people want to 
know more about the event portrayed on the record through 
reading books—especially their favorite LANDMARKS. 


For complete details write— 


guiding their choice of that particular 
brotherhood. 

Kane, John A. School of Virtue. Pageant. 
$3 

“A firm, clearly-written, easily under- 
stood exposition of the virtuous life” 
(John J. Keating, C.S.P., Catholic 
World, Nov. 1954, p. 159). 

Kleist, James A., S.J., and Lilly, Joseph 
L., C. M. New Testament, Rendered 
from the Original Greek. Bruce. $5 

An Americanized-English version of the 
N.T. by two outstanding scholars. It 
has been remarked by one reviewer that 
this may well do for Catholics of the 
United States what the Knox version has 
done for English Catholics in the way 
of offering new and startling insights 
into the Bible. 

Knox, Msgr. Ronald A. Off the Record. 
Sheed and Ward. $2.50 

A series of essays, in letter form, which 
provide instruction on Catholic dogma 
and devotions. 


Leclercq, Canon Jacques. Religious Voca- 
tion. Trans. by the Earl of Wicklow. 
Kenedy. $3.75 

A complete and sound evaluation of the 
religious calling, stressing especially the 
essentially spiritual nature of the voca- 
tion. 


Monro, Margaret T. Thinking about 
Genesis. Longmans, Green. $2.50 
A thoughtful and stimulating analysis of 
the Old Testament. 
Most, William G. Mary in Our Life. 
Kenedy. $4 
A clear and understandable work which 
considers both the theological and the 
devotional aspects of her cultus. ‘Solid, 
unsentimental Marian spirituality.” 
Neubert, Emil, S.M. Mary in Doctrine. 
Bruce. $4.25 
An historical explanation of devotion to 
Our Lady, with especial consideration of 
her prerogatives. 
Nugent, Francis, Ed. Spiritual Reader. 
Newman. $3.50 
An anthology of spiritual reading for 
the general reader. 


Sheed, Frank, Ed. Born Catholics. Sheed 
and Ward. $3.50 
Nineteen Catholics, who were born into 
the faith by infant baptism, herewith 
present their individual “apologias,” 


Shuster, George N. Religion behind th 

Iron Curtain. Macmillan. $4 
Personal observations, the testimony of 
escaped refugees, and radio broadcagrs 
heard by Dr. Shuster furnish the basis 
for his unhappy findings—grim reading, 
indeed. 

Stern, Gladys B. All in Good Time. 
Sheed and Ward. $2.50 

The popular English author, after seven 
years, now offers the account of her cop. 
version to the Catholic faith, and the 
little things that impress her about her 
new spiritual status. 

Thornton, Francis B. Catholic Shrines in 
the United States and Canada. W. 
Funk. $4.75 

The author, in photographs and text, pre. 
sents the story of one hundred and nine 
teen shrines easily accessible by subway, 
bus or family car, in many instances, 
The book’s format is especially appealing. 

Trese, Leo. Wisdom Shall Enter. Fides, 

$2.75 
A simple and sound presentation of 
apologetics for the general reader. 

Vann, Gerald, O.P. Water and the Fire. 
Sheed and Ward. $2.75 

A provocative call to man to rebuild the 
modern world. 

Weigel, Gustave, S.J. Survey of Protest. 
ant Theology in Our Day. Newman. 
90¢ 

Originally presented at the annual con- 
ference of the Catholic Theological Soci- 
ety of America, this analysis of current 
Protestant thought will help toward ua- 
derstanding the sometimes confusing 
theological statements of Protestant di- 
vines. 

Weiser, Francis X., S.J. Easter Book. 
Harcourt, Brace. $3 

An account of the liturgical and popular 
customs associated with Easter, with an 
account of their origins and history, by 
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the auther of the memorable Christmas 
Book. 


PHILOSOPHY and 
CONDUCT OF LIFE 


Arnold, Magda B., and Gasson, John A., 
S.J. Human Person. Ronald Press. 
$5.75 

An approach by a group of Catholic 
psychologists to the formulation of “an 
integrated theory of personality based 
on a Christian conception of human 
nature.” 

Bossi, Mrs. Elda. Child with a Flower. 
Macmillan. $3.50 

An illuminating inspection into the 
mind of a child, as it learns the world 
about it. 

Bruckner, Mrs. Leona S. Triumph of 
Love. Simon & Schuster. $3 

The personal narrative of a mother 
whose son is born without arms, and the 
joy of working with him and for him. 
An inspiring work. 

Collins, James D. History of Modern 
European Philosophy. Bruce. $9.75 
The philosophy, biography, and bibliog- 
raphy of the outstanding modern phil- 
osophers who have influenced modern 

thought. 

Irala, Narcisio, S.J. Achieving Peace of 
Heart. Trans. by Lewis Delmage. 
Wagner. $3.50 

A thoroughly practical manual to aid 
the layman (and others) in learning 
control of the emotions and discipline 
of the will. 


Collins, James D. Mind of Kierkegaard. 
Regnery. $4.50 
A scholarly and sympathetic Catholic 

analysis of this great Protestant phil- 
osopher. 

Kirk, Russell. Program for Conservatives. 
Regnery. $4 

The author of The Conservative Mind 
here discusses ten important problems to 
which the author believes the conserva- 
tive must apply his principles to assure 
a successful integrated life. 

\Murphy, John L. In the Image of Christ. 

Bruce. $3 
A sequel to The Living Christ, this “set 
of variations on a theme by St. Paul” 
prescribes the means for living cor- 
rectly the spiritual life. 

Pieper, Josef. End of Time. Trans. by 
Michael Bullock. Pantheon. $2.75 

A brief series of meditations on the 
philosophy of history, and the relation- 
ship of philosophy and religion. 

Pieper, Josef. Fortitude and Temperance. 
Trans, by Daniel F. Coogan. Pan- 
theon. $2.75 

An analysis of these two cardinal vir- 


tues, and their application to our daily 
lives, 


February 1955 


Podolsky, Edward. Jealous Child. Philo- 
sophical Library. $3.75 
A Catholic physician suggests to par- 
ents and teachers methods for treating 
the seriously disturbed child. 


Regamey, Pius-Raymond, O.P. Cross and 
the Christian. Trans. by Angeline 
Bouchard. Herder. $3.25 

A truly perceptive and truly Christian 
analysis of the role of suffering in our 
lives. 

Roberts, Archbishop, S.J. Black Popes. 
Sheed and Ward. $2.50 

A Jesuit who possesses the plenitude of 
the priesthood discusses frankly on the 


and the role of the laity in the Church. 


Schwartz, Mrs. Charleen. Neurotic Anxi- 
ety. Sheed and Ward. $2.75 
A very good study of the Freudian psy- 
choanalytical method within the Chris- 
tian orb. 
Sheen, Bishop Fulton J.. D.D. Way to 
Happiness. Garden City Books. $2 
The application of “spiritual principles 
to the basic problems of individual social 
life today.” 
Smith, Lillian. The Journey. World Pub- 
lishing Co. $3.50 
The spiritual journey of a modern seek- 
ing to discover and justify the roots for 


nature of authority, its use and abuses, 


her faith in man. 





In Time for Lent...A Picture-Story Book of Young Saints 


By Mary Fabyon Windeott 


All 


j Of Such Is The hingdom 
' 


S b Here are the inspiring stories of five boys and 

: girls — of today, yesterday, and long ago—all 

who became saints of especially heroic stature. 

The modern boy and girl will be delighted with 

this effective picture-story presentation of how 
to live—for God. 
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ST. DOMINIC SAVIO 
The Boy Who Did 
little Things Well 


A typical page from 
OF SUCH IS THE KINGDOM. 


. a 
ST. MARIA GORETTI 
The Blood-Stained Lily _ a 
s 


INSTRUCTIONAL | __7 "SRS 
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Tw ul i By 
7] \ y orf F 4 
ST. AGNES 
God's Little Lamb 


Ye 


36 pages... 
Over 175 IHustrations 
In Full Color 


ST. STANISLAUS KOSTKA 10 cents per copy 


Patron of Youth 


OF SUCH IS THE KINGDOM will prove an inspi- 
ration to boys and girls alike as they read this 
graphic version of the significant stories of St. 
Dominic Savio . . . St. Maria Goretti . . . St. Agnes 
... St. Gemma Galgani...and St. Stanislaus 
Kostka. Order your supply today! 


ORDER 
YOUR 
SUPPLY 
NOW! 


Issued by the publisher of the 
MESSENGERS and TREASURE CHEST 


GEO. A. PFLAUM, Publisher, Inc. 


38 WEST FIFTH STREET, DAYTON 2, OHIO 


ST. GEMMA GALGANI 
The Lily of Lucca 













SCIENCE and NATURE 


Arber, Mrs. Agnes R. Mind and the 
Eye. Cambridge University Press. $3 
Subtitled: “A Study of the Biologist’s 
Standpoint,” this philosophical study 
considers the place of biology in the 
natural sciences, the relations it bears to 
other divisions within that field, as well 
as the biologist’s methods of research. 

Drimmer, Frederick, Ed. Animal King- 
dom. Greystone. $17.50 

A comprehensive, three-volume survey 
of “the strange and wonderful ways of 
mammals, birds, reptiles, fishes and in- 
sects,” by seven outstanding authorities. 
The work is copiously illustrated. 

Hecht, Selig. Explaining the Atom. Vik- 

ing. $3.75 
“A thoroughly understandable survey of 
the drift and significance of the new 
atomic science” (Sign, Nov. '54, p. 68). 

Lang, Daniel. Man in the Thick Lead Suit. 

Oxford University Press. $3.50 
A series of ten essays about the atomic 
energy development program and the 
men who are conducting the experiments 
and research. 

Mason, Stephen Finney. Main Currents 
of Scientific Thought. Abelard-Schu- 
man. $5 

A history of the sciences. “More unified 
and continuous than Dampier’s well- 
known book, it integrates scientific his- 
tory into general, philosophical, religious 
and cultural history” (Benjamin Hunt, 
Catholic World, June 1954, p. 234). 

Muir, John. Wéilderness World of Jobn 
Muir. Ed. by Edwin Way Teale. 
Houghton. $4.50 

A selected collection of Muir's outstand- 
ing writings, chronologically arranged. 
Illustrated. 


Help 


FREE! 


Colorful 17 x 22 inch 

map of historic U. S. 

Trails is available 

tree of charge to teachers. 
This map is ideal for 
classroom display and 
creates pupil interest 

in the American Adventure 
Series stories. Write 

for your free copy TODAY. 
Wheeler Publishing Company 
2831 South Parkway 

Chicago 16, Dept. ®! 
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Roueche, Burton. Eleven Blue Men, and 
Other Narratives of Medical Detec- 
tion. Little, Brown. $3.50 

A collection of twelve magazine articles, 
originally appearing in the New Yorker, 
which describe the work of medical de- 
tection by various city health depart- 
ments. 

Upton, Monroe. Electronics for Evers- 
one. Devin-Adair. $6. 

As the title implies, this is a simply- 
written and easily understandable work 
on this complicated field of electricity, 
which affects us in so many ways. 

Watkins, Harold. Time Counts. 
sophical Library. $4.75 

A history of calendar reform and sug- 
gestions for an improved calendar. 


BIOGRAPHY 


Attlee, Clement. As It Happened. Vik- 
ing. $5 
The autobiography of the noted Labour 
Party leader, told simply and directly. 
Balthasar, Hans Urs von. Thérése of Li- 
sieux; The Story of a Mission. Trans. 
by Donald Nicholl. Sheed and Ward. 
$3.50 
“Dr. von Balthasar’s cool and clear study 
is an interpretation, but an interpreta- 
tion based on a complete mastery of the 
relevant literature and documents. . . . 
Against that background the portrait 
stands out firm and convincing” (Times 
Literary Supplement, Aug. 30, '54, p. x). 
Beahn, John E. Rich Young Man. Bruce. 
$3.25 
A fictionalized biography of St. An- 
thony .of Padua—accurate in its facts, 
and warm in its sympathy. 
Bernard of Clairvaux, St. Letters; Newly 
Trans. by Bruno Scott James. Reg- 
nery. $10 


Philo- 


for reluctant 
readers 


The AMERICAN ADVENTURE SERIES 
is graded to provide high interest stories 
for low ability readers. This series 


action-packed, book-length biographies 
of famous American heroes. They have 
a strong appeal for boys and girls— 
stimulating independent reading. 
Available with this graded corrective 
reading series is Dr. Betts’ authoritative 
“Handbook on Corrective Reading” and 
the easy-to-follow guide book for each 
title prepared especially for 

busy classroom teachers. 


Edited by Dr. Emmett A. Betts 
Betts Reading Clinic, Haverford, Pa. 


offers fourteen authentic, fully illustrated, | 











A comprehensive collection of this Vig. 
orous Saint's letters. Many of thee 
have hitherto been available only jy 
manuscript form in private collection 





Burton, Katherine. Stars Beyond th 
Storms. Benziger. $3.50 
The biography of Father Pernet, th 
founder of the Little Sisters of the 
Assumption. 






































Cecil, Lord David. Melbourne. Bobby. 
Merrill. $5 
The life of Queen Victoria's prim 
minister. “It has [now] been proven 
by . . . David Cecil that good biographies 
can be engaging and earnest at the same 
time and give pleasure not only to his 
torians but to wide groups of our many 
remaining book-readers” (John A. Luk. 
acs, Commonweal, Dec. 10, 1954, p. 
294). 
Chute, Marchette. Ben Jonson of Weu. 
minster. Dutton. $5 
This book treats of Jonson the man, and 
his influence on his times. The author 
humanizes Jonson, as in an earlier work 
she humanized Shakespeare. 






































































































































Cochran, Jacqueline. Stars at Noon. At 
lantic—Little, Brown. $4.50 

This autobiography by the well-known 
aviatrix contains “the sincerity of a lov. 
able personality, plus a constantly re. 
current message of faith and _ persist 
ence” (Best Sellers, Nov. 1, 1954, p. 
126). 


Curtayne, Alice. Saint Brigid of Ireland. 
Sheed and Ward. $2 
A brief, accurate, readable account of 
this patron of farmers. 
Davis, Burke. They Called Him Stonewall. 
Rinehart. $5 
An objective, vividly-narrated and lov- 
ing study of this great and dramatic 
soldier of the South. 
Deutscher, Isaac. Prophet Armed: Trot- 
sky, 1879-1921. Oxford U. P. $6 
An outstanding work on one of the 
founders of the Communist state. 


Dodd, Bella V. School of Darknesi. 
Kenedy. $4 
“The record of a life and of a conflict 
between two faiths . . . the chronicle of 
a spiritual pilgrimage through a tragic 
wasteland of plot and conspiracy, and in- 
to peace of mind and soul.” 
Fabre, Lucien. Joan of Arc. Trans. by 
Gerard Hopkins. McGraw-Hill. $5 
“A distinguished, forceful and_ vivid 
biography” - (Claire Huchet Bishop, 
Commonweal, Nov. 12, 1954, p. 170). 
Farrow, John. Story of Thomas More. 
Sheed and Ward. $3.50 
“Not an exhaustive biography, but . - - 
a story in general terms of a man and 
his friends and his enemies” (Preface). 
Foley, Albert E., S.P. Bishop Healy: Be 
loved Outcaste. Farrar, Straus and 
Young. $3.50 
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The warmly-inspiring story of this 











= ecclesiastic son of a Negro slave and an 
yin Irish father. Invaluable are the lessons 
tions provided by his Christian tact in dealing 





with prejudice. 

































































* Garnier, Christine. Salazar: An Intimate 
the Portrait. Farrar, Straus and Young. 
ee $3 
An informal story of Salazar the man, 
bbs bo on the author's interviews with 
im. 
Giordani, Igino. Pius X: A Country 
Priest. Trans. by Thomas J. Tobin. 
Bruce. $3.25 
“Repeats the relatively well-known 





events in the life of Joseph Sarto, faith- 
fully preserving an attitude towards its 
subject that is both sympathetic and dis- 
passionate . . . a characteristic of re- 
vealing details of the Italian scene which 








Wow haps not catch” (Francis L. Filas, S.J., 
a America, May 29, 1954, p. 254). 

n, y Poh : 

“ie Glasgow, Ellen. Woman Within. Har 





court, Brace. $5 
The autobiography, published posthu- 
mously, of this distinguished woman in 
the field of American letters. 





Hagedorn, Hermann. 



















































































































ai Roosevelt Family 
yee of Sagamore Hill. Macmillan. $5 
The daily life of the Theodore Roose- 
tly re- : q 
peri velt family, as told sympathetically by 
54, p the executive director of the Theodore 
ae Roosevelt Association. 
tat — E. Y. Pio Nono. Kenedy. 
aaah Subtitled: “Creator of the Modern Pa- 
pacy,” this is a scholarly and absorbing 
account of the life and times of this 
mews strong opponent of secularism and false 
liberalism. ‘ 
oa Havighurst, Walter. Annie Oakley and 
the Wild West. Macmillan. $4.50 
Annie and her travels with Buffalo Bill’s 
i Trt Be Wild West Show. “This is a definite 
$6 contribution to Americana and may be 
of ‘the read by children and adults. Circus lov- 
. ers will drool over Annie, Butler and 
arkness. Cody” (Frank C. Brown, Best Sellers, 
Nov. 1, 1954, p. 125). 
conflict Holland, Vyvyan. Son of Oscar Wilde. 
onicle of Dutton. $3.75 
o me An objective, withal kindly, reporting 
, and in- of the effect the father’s arrest and im- 
prisonment had upon his family. Of in- 
‘rans. by terest, too, are thirty-three hitherto un- 
il. $5 published letters. 
id vivid Jorgensen, Johannes. Saint Bridget of 
Bishop, Sweden. Trans. by Ingeborg Lund. 
p. 170). Longmans, Green. $8.50 
as More. A definitve life of this great saint and 
mystic “of the North,’ presented in 
but ..- scholarly and’ imaginative prose. 
man and Kelly, Emmett, and Kelley, F. Beverly. 
Preface). Clown. Prentice-Hall. $3.95 
ag This beloved pantomimist, so familiar 
raus 





to American circus fans, has subtitled 
this autobiography: “My Life in Tat- 
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a writer of another nation might per- 











ters and Smiles.” This is a slight indi- 
cation of the humor and “big top” atmos- 


phere that permeates the book. 


LaFarge, John, S.J. Manner Is Ordinary. 
Harcourt, Brace. $4.75 
The autobiography of this well-known 
and well-loved Jesuit, interracialist and 
Catholic Social Actionist, told with an 
impersonally personal charm and objec- 
tivity. 
Leslie, Sir Shane. Cardinal Gasquet. Ken- 
edy. $3.50 
A brief memoir of this noted Benedic- 
tine, which considers his role as histori- 
an, theologian and peace-maker. 





McCorry, Vincent P., S.J. More Blessed 
Than Kings. McMullen. $3 
Sketches of some of the less well-known 
Biblical figures. 
Maynard, Theodore. 
ther Serra. 
$3.50 
A readable and felicitous re-telling of 
the story of Junipero Serra and the Cali- 
fornia missions. 
Maynard, Theodore. Saint Benedict and 
His Times. Kenedy. $3 
“The story of a man who withdrew 
from the world so that he might re-make 


the world, and the history of the Order 
he founded.” 


Long Road of Fa- 
Appleton-Century-Crofts. 


American Seating announces 


AMEREX 
first and only Meatl-an Maite desk top 


Designed and constructed expressly 
for classroom use. Has all the ad- 
vantages of modern plastic surfaces 
—PLUS light-weight, rigid welded 
steel reinforcing structure. 


Adds years 
to the “wear-life” of your 
school-desk tops 


A completely new principle of desk- 
top design and construction, 
researched, developed and manufac- 
tured by American Seating Com- 
pany, assuring you of the greatest 
value-buy in school-desk tops. 

















1. Die-formed, welded steel 
frame supports work-surface. 


2. Plastic-surface desk-top 
panel. More than 5 times 
greater surface resistance to 
wear than the best wood tops. 
Attractive birch-grain pattern. 
Satin-smooth finish. Uniform 
45% light reflectance. 


3. Continuous metal band locks 
plastic surface to steel sup- 
porting frame; fully protects 
all edges. 


Send for illustrated metal-and-plastic folder. Dept. 11B. 


ctmezican Seating Company 


WORLD'S LEADER IN PUBLIC SEATING 


Grand Rapids 2, Mich. - Branch Offices and Distributors in Principal Cities 


+ Manufacturers of 


School, Auditorium, Theatre, Church, Transportation, Stadium Seating, 
FOLDING CHAIRS 


Biography 
(Cont.) 


Monelli, Paolo. Mussolini: An Intimate 
Life. Trans. by Brigid Maxwell. Van- 
guard Press. $4 

A revealing portrait, depicting the 
downward progress of the protagonist. 


O’Brien, Msgr. John A., Ed. Roads to 
Rome. Macmillan. $3.50 
Subtitle: “The intimate personal stories 
of converts to the Catholic faith.” 


Queffelec, Henri. Saint Anthony of the 
Desert. Trans by W. Thitall. Dutton. 
$3.75 

His “adventures in mysticism made as 
exciting as the feats of those medieval 
knights who had also a share in build- 
ing up the Christendom we know” 
(Katherine Brégy, Sign, Nov. 1954, p. 
64). 


Reynolds, Ernest E. Saint Thomas More. 
Kenedy. $6 

A carefully-documented and lucid ac- 

count, “emphasizing the religious rather 

than the literary or political significance 

of Saint Thomas More's life’ (Preface). 


Roth, Lillian. I’/] Cry Tomorrow. Fell. 
$3.95 
A frankly-honest autobiography depict- 
ing vividly the author's rise to theatrical 
fame, her overpowering addiction to 
alcoholism, her regeneration and spiritu- 
al rebirth. 


Royer, Fanchon. Padro Pro. 
$3.50 

The biography of the fugitive Jesuit 

priest who was martyred during Mexico's 

reign of religious terror in the nineteen- 

twenties, told with Miss Royer’s custom- 


ary fine and vivid skill. 


Kenedy. 


Sargent, Daniel. God’s Engineer. Scep- 

ter. $2.50 
The life of Isodoro Zorzano, an early 
member of the secular institute “Opus 
Dei.” 

Stone, Irving. Love Is Eternal. Double- 

day. $3.95 
A  sympathetically-told biographical 
novel about that frequently-maligned 
American, Mary Todd Lincoln, Abra- 
ham’s wife. 

Stuart, John Leighton. Fifty Years in 
China. Random House. $5 

Missioner, educator, ambassador were 
Stuart's roles. This is his honest and 
critical story of China and American 
foreign policy in China. 

Undset, Sigrid. Catherine of Siena. Trans. 
by Kate Austin-Lund. Sheed and 
Ward. $3.50 

“The great medievalist’s effort to pre- 
sent her heroine . . . has resulted in 
a portrait at once more full-blooded and, 
surprisingly more edifying than the 
traditional image” (Helen C. White, 
Commonweal, Aug. 6, 1954, p. 444). 
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White, William S. Taft Story. Harper. 

$3.50 
A biographical essay—rather than a 
definitive biography—that catches the 
spirit of the man and immures him with- 
in his times. 

Willoughby, Charles A., and Chamber- 
lain, John. MacArthur: 1941-1951. 
McGraw-Hill. $6 

A documented narrative, compiled by 
the general's chief of staff, covering a 
fateful decade in MacArthur's career, 
from Corregidor to Truman. It is both 
interesting and provocative of con- 
troversy. 


Zolli, Eugenio Maria. Before the Dawn: 
Autobiographical Reflections. Sheed 
and Ward. $3.25 ; 

The autobiography of the former chief 
rabbi of Rome, who became a convert 
to Catholicism in 1945. 


HISTORY and TRAVEL 


Costain, Thomas B. White and the Gold. 
Doubleday. $5 
A sometimes repetitious but invariably 
sound historical study—the first of a 
series—this volume covers the period 
of “the French régime in Canada” from 
the time of discovery to the seventeenth 
century. 
Davis, Tom and Lydia. Doctor to the Is- 
lands. Atlantic-Little, Brown. $4.50. 
Husband and wife recount the story of 
the story of the doctor's six years of 
service to the natives of the Cook Is- 
lands, and of a sea-voyage in a small 
boat across the Pacific that ends at last 
in Boston. 


Dawson, Christopher H. Medieval Essays. 

Sheed and Ward. $3.50 
Time calls this “a handy sampler of 
Dawson's view of history.” 

Diole, Philippe. Four Thousand Years 
under the Sea. Trans. by Gerard Hop- 
kins. Messner. $4.50 

A fascinating history of undersea arche- 
ology by the director of undersea arche- 
ological research for the French na- 
tional museums. 


Dupeyrat, Andre. Savage Papua. Trans. 
by Erik and Denyse de Mauny. Dut- 
ton. $3.75 

An account of the missionary activities 
of the Fathers of the Sacred Heart in 
New Guinea, and of the life and customs 
of the Papuans. 

Harrer, Heinrich. Seven Years in Tibet. 

Dutton. $5 

The story of an escaped war internee’s 
flight to Tibet, and the many harass- 
ments that were part of his adventure. 

Hayes, Carlton J. H. Christianity and 
Western Civilization. Stanford Univer- 
sity Press. $2.50 

Three delivered at Stanford 
University, presenting this noted histori- 


lectures 


an’s considerations on “Individualign 
and Liberty,” “Plural Authority gg4 
Constitutional Government,” and “Ppp 
gress and Compassion.” 


Horgan, Paul. Great River. Rinehart, $19 
Subtitled: The Rio Grande in North 
American history, this work “is no 
only a fine job of historical research, ft 
fuses the imagination of a good novelig 
(The Fault of Angels) with a remask. 
able sense of a_ region’s character” 
(Time, Nov. 1, 1954, p. 102). 


Hughes, Philip. Reformation in Englang 
Macmillan. $7.50 
Volume 2 of the author's projected hig 
tory of the English religious crisis. Ay 
excellent and objectively analytical his 
torical study, this volume treats of the 
reigns of Edward VI and Mary. 


Hunt, Sir John. Conquest of Everest. With 
a chapter on the final assault, by Sir 
Edmund Hillary. Dutton. $6 

The official account of the Hunt ex. 
pedition to scale Mount Everest, told 
with great sincerity and simplicity. 

Hyman, Sidney. American President. Ha. 
per. $4 

An outstanding picture of the tasks con- 
fronting any man who would be the 
chief political leader and spokesman 
for the United States. 

Izzard, Ralph. Innocent on Everest. Dut 
ton. $3.75 

An exciting account by a mnewspapet- 
man who in the line of duty undertook 
an assault on Mount Everest. 

Jerrold, Douglas. Lie about the Welt. 
Sheed and Ward. $1.75 

An answer to Toynbee’s The World and 
the West. 

Lake, Alexander. Hunter's Choice. Dow 
bleday. $3.50 

The author, a professional hunter, nat- 
rates some of his adventures, and, even 
more, offers delightful recipes for the 
consumption of the quarries bagged. 

McKenney, Ruth. Far, Far from Home. 
Harper. $3 

The amusing adventures of an Ameti- 
can family’s residence in Belgium—"s 
delightful book, the more valuable tor 
its between-lines lesson for Americans’ 
approaching Europe” (R. F. Grady, 
S.J., Best Sellers, April 1, 1954, p. 4). 

Maks, Leon. Russia by the Back Doo. 
Trans. by Rosamond Batchelor. 
Sheed and Ward. $3.50 

A fascinating and thrilling account o 
the author's experiences both as a mei 
ber of the Polish underground, and # 
a forced member of the Russian army. 

Montagu, Ewen. Man Who Never Wa 

Lippincott. $2.75 
A thrilling account of “Major Mattia 
—a British Intelligence experiment © 
fool the Germans during World We 
II. 
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TEXT BOOKS 


SUMMA 
THEOLOGICA 


of St. Thomas Aquinas in 
English 






A comprehensive summarization 
of Catholic Truth. Easy to consult, 
convenient to handle, profitable 
to own. For Priests, Religious, 
Seminarians and Laity. Contains 
5 separate indexes. About 4000 
pages, 74% x 10% inches. Three 
Volumes, $48.00; Red Morocco, 
$85.00. 


For Libraries, Colleges, Universities, Seminaries 


A GUIDE BOOK TO THE SUMMA 


By Rev. E. F. Smith, O.P., and the Rev. L. A. Ryan, O.P. 
A Five-Volume Series Covering the Four Years of College 


Vol. Il—Preface to Happiness 
(Summa Theologica 1-11, QQ 1-89) 


Selects the basic problems, cites the relevant principles, with 
references to the Summa. Other volumes in preparation. An 
introduction to the Summa, and the basis of a course in 
Theology for Laymen and those who are not Clerics. For 
Colleges, Summer Courses, Study Clubs. Discussion Groups, 
Priests, Sisters and Laity. 304 pages. Net, $3.50 


| TEACH CATECHISM 
By Rt. Rev. Msgr. M. A. Schumacher, M.A., Litt.D. 


By using these manuals the teacher will be prepared for every 
lesson contained in the Confraternity Revised Baltimore Cate- 
chism. Topical outlines, summaries, motivations and examples 
provide ample material to lighten the busy teacher’s work 















































of preparation. Net 
Vol. | —For Grades 1 and 2 $2.80 
Vol. I! —For Grades 3, 4, and 5 3.20 
Vol. IIl—For Grades 6, 7, and 8 4.80 






AIMS AND METHODS IN 
TEACHING RELIGION 
By Rev. John K. Sharp, M.A., S.T.B. 


A Textbook for Seminarians, Novices, Students in 
Normal Schools and for All Who Teach Religion 









The author, an expert in the methodology of pedagogics, pre- 
sents in a practical way the more important ideas, principles 
and experiences that underlie efficient Catechetical instruction. 
407 pages. Net, $4.75 


AN EXPLANATION OF THE BALTIMORE CATECHISM 
Father Kinkead’s Handbook for Teachers and Advanced Classes. 
Net, $2.75 


ANECDOTES AND EXAMPLES ILLUSTRATING 
THE CATHOLIC CATECHISM 
Rev. F. Spirago—Rev. J. J. Baxter. Net, $5.50 


HANDBOOK OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION 
For the use of Advanced Students. Rev. W. Wilmers, S.J. 
Net, $3.75 
THE CATECHISM EXPLAINED 





















































































Rev. F. Spirago—Rev. R. F. Clarke, S.J. Net, $6.50 


A HISTORY OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION IN THE U. S. 
Very Rev. J. A. Burns, C.S.C., and B. J. Kohlbrenner. Net, $3.60 


A STUDY OF SECONDARY EDUCATION 
Very Rev. Msgr. E. J. Goebel 
During the Colonial period up to the First Plenary 
Council of Baltimore, 1852. Net, $3.75 


BENZIGER BROTHERS, Inc. 


6-8 Barclay Street New York 8, N. Y. 
Telephone: Algonquin 4-3053 


BOSTON 10 CHICAGO 6 CINCINNATI 1 SAN FRANCISCO 3 



















History and Travel 
(Cont.) 


Morgan, Dale L. Jedediah Smith and the 


Opening of the West. Bobbs-Merrill. 
$4.50 
An amazing story in content and style 
about this great explorer. 

Mould, Daphne. Ireland of the Saints. 
British Book Centre. $4.50 

A history of the early Christianity of 
Ireland, copiously illustrated. 

O’Faolian, Sean. Autumn in Italy. Devin- 

Adair. $3.50 
Sympathetically, the author tells of 
Italy, the Italians and the social reforms 
being attempted there—all in his cus- 
tomarily delightful style. 

Putnam, Anne Eisner, with Allan Keller. 
Madami. Prentice-Hall. $3.95 

Subtitle: “My eight years of adventure 
with Congo Pigmies,” this book sympa- 
thetically yet realistically details the 
beauty and the terror that is the jungle. 

Reid, Patrick R. Men of Colditz. Lip- 
pincott. $3.95 

The continuing story of Colditz in Sax- 
ony, the German detention camp for 
especially difficult POWs, during the 
period 1942-1945. An exciting and en- 
couraging book, despite its background 
of terror. 

Roeder, William S., Ed. Dictionary of 
European History. Philosophical Li- 
brary. $6 

An alphabetically-arranged and useful 
reference tool, covering the actions and 
actors of European political life during 
the period 500-1954 A.D. 

Schachner, Nathan. 
Putnam. $6 


Founding Fathers. 


The story of the constitutional period 
of United States history, told with dra- 
matic intensity and scholarly accuracy. 

Tranek-Osmecki, George. Translator. Un- 

seen and Silent. Sheed and Ward. 
$4.50 
Subtitle: Adventures from the under- 
ground movement narrated by para- 
troops of the Polish home army. This is 
a fascinating, fantastic, and breath-tak- 
ing story. 

Wright, Richard. Black Power. Harper. $4 
An important, if sometimes bitter, (and 
perhaps thereby distorted) personal ac- 
count of the author's findings during his 
travels in the Gold Coast. 


LITERATURE and the ARTS 


App, Austin. Way to Creative Writing. 
Bruce. $3 
A fine contribution, considering both 
the theoretical and practical aspects of 
this subject. 
Barbi, Michele. Life of Dante. Trans. and 
ed. by Paul G. Ruggiero. University 
of California Press. $3 


A simple and brief biography, followed 
by an illuminating exposition of Dante's 
major works. 


Burling, Judith and Arthur H. Chinese 
Art. Studio Publications and Crowell. 
$8.50 

A comprehensive history, not only of 
art, but also of China and its people, 
told with great sympathy. 

Cassell’s Encyclopedia of World Litera- 
ture. Ed. by S. H. Steinberg. Funk and 
Wagnall. $25 

An important, comprehensive and most 
useful tool, covering literary and print- 
ing problems, and biographies of writers 
from the earliest times to the present. 


Chiari, Joseph. Poetic Drama of Paul 
Claudel. Kenedy. $3.75 
An important contribution to the under- 
standing and appreciation of this great 
French mystic poet. 


Colum, Padraic. Treasury of Irish Folk- 
lore. Crown. $5 
A collection of three-hundred stories and 
thirty songs that tell of the traditions, 
legends, and humor of the Irish people. 
Eliot, Thomas S. Three Voices of Poetry. 
Cambridge University Press. $1.75 
The text of a lecture delivered before 
the British National Book League, in 
which the famous poet analyzes the 
nature of poetry and the relationships 
between poet and reader. 


Elton, William, Ed. ’sthetics and Langu- 
age. Philosophical Library. $4.75 
A collection of articles by eight scholars 
(among them Gallie, Ryle and Ziff), 
which attempts to ‘diagnose and clarify 
some aesthetic confusions . . 
linguistic in origin.” 


. Mainly 


Ferguson, George. Signs and Symbols in 
Christian Art. Oxford University 
Press. $10 

A comprehensive book about the 
sources and uses of symbolism. Copious- 
ly illustrated (many in color). 

Gassner, John. 
Crown. $5 

“A survey of the men, materials and 
movements in the modern theatre,” 
American and European, over the past 
fifty years. 

Gelfant, Mrs. Blanche H. American City 
Novel. University of Oklahoma Press. 
$4 

An analysis of the idea of American 
urban life as depicted by American 
novelists. 


Theatre in Our Times. 


Lynes, Russell. Tastemakers. Harper. $5. 
A history of American popular taste in 


art and esthetics, told with charm and ~ 


wit. 
McGinley, Phyllis. Love Letters of Phyl- 
lis McGinley. Viking. $3 


A volume of inspiration, humor and 
joy—in deft verse. 


Olson, Elder. Poetry of Dylan Thoma, 
University of Chicago Press. $3.25 
“A balanced evaluation and an undep 
standing critique” (Sister M. Christo 
pher, R.S.M., Catholic World, Noy, 
1954, p. 159). 


Pound, Ezra. Literary Essays. Ed. by T.§ 
Eliot. New Directions. $6 
A collection of the critical essays of 
Pound, long conceded “the largest sip. 
gle influence in the 20th century teyo. 
lution of English poetry.” 


Reese, M. M. Shakespeare: His World 
and His Work. St. Martin's Press, 
$6.75 

“The best section of Reese’s book deals 
with the Elizabethan stage. Elizabethan 
London, its theatres, acting companies, 
playwrights and audiences are brilliantly 
pictured. It is here that Reese proves 
to be both independent and original in 
his speculations and conclusions” (Paul 
E. McLane, America, Jan. 30, 1954, p. 
453). 


Trevelyan, George M. Layman’s Love of 
Letters. Longmans, Green. $2.50 
“In our over-specialized age it is, liter- 
ally, encouraging to hear an eminent 
historian in his 78th year bear loving 
witness to the life-long delight that 
literature can give” (Edward L. Hirsh, 

America, April 17, 1954, p. 77). 


Watkin, Edward I. Poets and Mystics. 
Sheed and Ward. $5 

“Mr. Watkin is writing of poets and 
mystics but his eye is on the mystic 
rather than the poets . . . [for to him] 
the intuition involved in poetry is a 
kind of natural mysticism” (E. W. 
Geissman, Commonweal, May 7, 1954, 
p. 121). 


DOMESTIC and SOCIAL 


Barnett, James H. American Christmas. 
Macmillan. $2.95 
An interesting history of the American 
celebration of Christmas, its folklore 
and its customs. 


Broderick, Edwin B. Your Place in TV. 
McKay. $2.75 
An illustrated “handy guide for young 
people,” written by the New York 
Archdiocesan Director of Radio and 
Television Communications. 


Buckley, William F., Jr., and Bozell, L 
B. McCarthy and His Enemies. Reg: 
nery. $5 

The record of this controversy-provoking 
figure as examined by friendly critic. 
Christopher Emmet calls it “a chiva: 
rous book . . . of great benefit to both 
opponents and supporters of Senator 
McCarthy” (America, May 15, 1954, P 
192). 


The CATHOLIC EDUCATOR 










aoa A 
and 


WORD STUDY 
aa an 


arps Review- Workbooks 


The repetitious study that is so much a part of 
learning to spell and use words correctly need not 
be dull, monotonous, and tiresome! Instead your 
classes will hum with enthusiasm and activity once 
your pupils begin to study in these books: 


risto- 
Nov. 








Ta 
is of 


revo- 






V orld 
Press, 
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New and Recent Books 





By Msgr. Charles Journet—An excellent analysis of the apos- 
tolic succession and a timely reply to Oscar Cullmann’s earlier 
work, Peter, Disciple, Apostle, Martyr. Msgr. Journet discusses 
the chief issues which separate Protestants and Catholics and 
bases his answers directly upon Catholic tradition. $2.75 


| LIFT MY LAMP 


Edited by John P. Leary, S.J.—Thrilling biographies of six- 
teen Jesuits who played important roles in the formation 
of America. Some of those described, such as St. Isaac 
Jogues, Pere Marquette and Peter De Smet, are already well- 
known. The others should be, for their lives gave eloquent 
testimony to the spirit of Christ and the love of country. 

$4.75 








NO LONGER TWO 


A Commentary on the Encyclical ‘‘Casti Connubii’ of Pius XI 

By Walter J. Handren, S.J.—Seeking to aid those contem- 
| plating marriage, Father Handren here explores the teaching 
given by Pope Pius XI in his encyclical, Casti Connubii. He 
augments his thesis, wherever possible, with statements made 
by the present Pontiff and the bishops of our own country. 
This timely book will help solve the many problems that vex 
young men and women. $4.00 


SOURCES OF CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY 


| Volume I: Sacraments and Worship 

| Edited by Paul F. Palmer, S.J.—The first in a series of volumes 
designed to present in English the basic texts and documents 
which have shaped and continue to control Catholic theo- 
logical teaching. Volume one shows the liturgy and the 
doctrinal development of Baptism, Confirmation and the 
Eucharist. $5.00 
























A SURVEY OF PROTESTANT THEOLOGY IN OUR DAY 
By Gustave Weigel, $.J.—-Brief and accurate summary of the 
main tendencies in current Protestant Theology. Father Weigel 
divides their thought into three schools—left, right and center 
—and points out the characteristics common to each. $.90 


A SPIRITUAL READER 


Compiled by Francis Edward Nugent—’A collection of fairly 
short pieces by the best known of contemporary writers 
on the spiritual life. It draws on books, for the most part; 
but it also serves to perpetuate an excellent magazine article 
like Father Ernest Graf’s treatment of God‘s particular care 
for each of us individually. The selections are fitted into a 
plan, but the book is not so much for sustained study as for 
occasional use . . . Very worthwhile spiritual reading.””— 
Catholic Transcript. $3.50 


































THE SACRAMENTS IN THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 


By M. M. Philipon, O.P.—A treatment of the sacraments 
showing that the entire mystical body of Christ is progres- 
sively built up through the use of the sacraments. It empha- 
sizes the social aspect of the Church’s sacramental system 
and applies the doctrinal teaching to the daily lives of the 
individual Christian. $4.25 






























THE MEANING OF LIFE AND MARRIAGE 
By Baron Frederick von Gagern, M.D.—A Catholic psychia- 
trist discusses the basic attitudes we must develop if we 
wish to make a success of both life and marriage. $3.25 









CHURCH AND STATE THROUGH THE CENTURIES 
Compiled by S. Z. Ehler and J. B. Morrall—Original docu- 
ments, translated where necessary, covering the subject of 
Church and State from the time of the Emperor Trajan to 
the Czechoslovak Law of 1949. The compilation brings out 
extraordinarily well the continuity running through the 
Church’s policy in every age and the necessary modifications 

required by circumstances. $6.75 
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UT 


SUPERSTITION CORNER 

Sheila Kaye-Smith 
The story of Kate Alard, a headstrong, 
quick-witted tomboy fervently devoted to 
her Catholic faith, set in Elizabethan Eng- 
land during the seething religious con- 
troversies of that time. 

A Thomas More Book to Live. 

February 14 

KNIGHTS OF GOD 


Patricia Lynch 
The master storyteller of Ireland recreates 
the valiant lives of the heroic men and 
women who became Irish saints; St. Pat- 
rick, St. Brigid, St. Brendan, and others. 
March 17 $2.75 


THE BLESSED VIRGIN 


AND THE PRIESTHOOD 

Paul Philippe, O.P. 
Mary was predestined to form Christ's 
Sacred Humanity that He might become 
a Priest. How Our Lady can form the daily 
lives of priests and bring them to closer 
intimacy with Christ the Priest is the only 
theme of this book. March 17 $3.00 
THE PRACTICE OF THE VOWS 

L. Colin, C.S.S.R. 
A first class book on the vows of religious. 

March 17 $4.00 

THE LAST ESSAYS OF 


These five essays are the masterfully welded 
compound of insight and conviction which 
is the basic substance of all Georges Ber- 
nanos’ writings. May 3 $4.50 
LETTERS FROM BARON FRIEDRICH 
VON HUGEL TO A NIECE 


Baron von Hiigel, more than any religious 
thinker since Newman, impressed all who 
knew or read him with his deep sincerity 
and courage. These letters are written in 
the spirit of an old uncle guiding his young 
niece. May $3.75 
A Thomas More Book to Live. 
TRUTH 
St. Thomas Aquinas 
West Baden College Edition, Library of 
Living Catholic Thought. Three volumes, 
boxed in a handsome slipcase. 


Published 
THE LORD 


Romano Guardini 
“This book is a masterpiece.”—H. A. Rein- 
hold, Commonweal. “A deeply spiritual 
book . . . informative, stimulating and en- 
couraging throughout.’’—Books on Trial 
Published $6.50 
THE LITTLE FRIENDS OF JESUS 
Marcelle Auclair 
“Presents the Gospel in terms of a child's 
daily life in text and lovely illustrations 
by Mary Gehr. A fine book for reading 
aloud.”"—America 
A selection of the Catholic Childrens 
Book Club Published $2.00 


Buy these books at your bookstore 


$3.75 


$20.00 


REGNERY + CHICAGO 





Domestic and Social 
(Cont.) 


Burnham, James. Web of Subversion. 
John Day. $3.75 

A factual presentation and appraisal of 

communist infiltration into the United 
States government. 


Commonweal (periodical). Catholicism 
in America: A Series of Articles. 
Harcourt, Brace. $3.75 

“In a time of accentuated conflict be- 
tween religious groups in America the 
importance of this Commonweal sym- 
posium can scarcely be exaggerated” 
(Ernest Johnson, New York Times Book 
Reviews, May 2, 1954, p. 6). 

Cronin, John F., S.S. Problems and Op- 
portunities in a Democracy. Mentzer, 
Bush. $3.68 

An ably-written and excellent presenta- 
tion of Catholic social teaching. Espec- 
ially of value are the discussion topics 
and the useful general reading list. 


Day, Helen Caldwell. Not Without 
Tears. Sheed and Ward. $3.50 
The author of Color Ebony recounts the 
vicissitudes connected with the estab- 
lishment of a House of Hospitality in 
the South, and the social action program 
in general. It is a warmly-tender story. 


Decker, Clarence R. and Mary B. Place 

of Light. Hermitage. $3.75 
The story of the making of a univer- 
sity (University of Oklahoma City) by 
its young president and his wife. No 
ivory tower story this! 

Fox, Mary H. Peter E. Dietz, Labor Priest. 
University of Notre Dame Press. 
$4.75 

Biography of the noted “Champion of 
Labor,’ who founded the first Catholic 
labor school in the United States. 


Frank, Josette. Your Child’s Reading To- 
day. Doubleday. $3.95 
A capable presentation of this important 
subject, plus annotated lists for each 
chapter. 


Goodwin, Ruby B. It’s Good to be Black. 

Doubleday. $3.50 
The simple, non-dramatic story of a 
happy Negro family and its life in a 
small community. 

Gruenberg, Mrs. Sidonie M., Ed. Ency- 
clopedia of Child Care and Guidance. 
Doubleday. $7.50 

“An unique, comprehensive and practical 
work .. . a core of common sense mate- 
rial helpful to parents and professional 
people in understanding the process of 
child rearing” (L. J. Lennon, Best Sell- 
ers, Nov. 15, 1954, p. 140). 

Handlin, Oscar. American People in the 
Twentieth Century. Harvard Univer- 
sity Press. $3.75 

The story of the American immigrant 
and his influence on the development 
of American history and civilization. 


Komarovsky, Mirra. Women in the Mod. 
ern World. Little, Brown. $4 

An analysis, based on research by the 

professor of sociology at Barnard Col. 

lege, of women’s education and its effec 

upon their lives as members of society, 


Krutch, Joseph Wood. Measure of Man, 
Bobbs-Merrill. $3.50 
Its subtitle: “On freedom, human values, 
survival and the modern temper,” indj- 
cates not only the scope but also the ap. 
proach to the author’s study of human. 
ity in this technological era. 


McGraw, Peg and Walter. Assignment: 
Prison Riots. Holt. $3.95 
The authors were commissioned by the 
National Broadcasting Company to in- 
vestigate the background of prison riots, 
This is the story, told painstakingly and 
with great feeling. 


McMullin, Margery D. How to Help the 
Shut-In Child. Dutton. $2.75 
“313 hints for homebound children.” 


Means, James H. Doctors, People and 
Government. Little, Brown. $3.50 
Socialized medicine—or no? Dr. Means 
examines the present American practice 
of medicine, and offers suggestions for 
its betterment. 


Neutra, Richard. Survival through De- 
sign. Oxford University Press. $5.50 
This noted American architect pleads 
for better city planning so that man 
may both thrive in as well as enjoy his 
surroundings. 


Nichols, Lee. Breakthrough on the Col- 
ored Front. Random House. $3.50 
The story of the efforts by the United 
States Army and its program to elimi- 
nate race discrimination. 


O'Neill, James M. Catholics in Contro- 
versy. McMullen. $3 
A discussion of the nature of contro 
veisy, and suggestions for its effective 
use. 


Ordway, Samuel H., Jr., Resources and 
the American Dream. Ronald Pres. 
$2 

“A prominent conservationist here chal- 
lenges both the American faith in lim- ’ 
itless expansion of wealth as a goal of 
activity, and its underlying supposition 
that we will somehow find resources © 
go on making the dream come tft 
decade after decade” (Philip S. Land, 
America, March 27, 1954, p. 687). 

Scott, Cecil W. and Hill, Clyde M., Eds 
Public Education under Criticim. 
Prentice-Hall. $6.35 

A compilation of critical articles, which 
were originally published in general and 
educational periodicals, on the subject o 
public education. The compilation of 
such divergent views on this subjet 
make this volume a most useful sefer 
ence. 
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smith, Red. Views of Sports. Knopf. 
$3.95 

A selective collection of this noted 

sports writer's columns on the subject 

of sports. 


Valentine, Alan. 

Regnery. $3 

A provocative critique of the sacrifice 

of quality to quantity in the name of 
democracy. 














Age of Conformity. 
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Wertham, Frederic. Seduction of the In- 
nocent, Rinehart. $4 
An important study by a distinguished 
psychiatrist of the effect of comic books 
upon American youth, and of the au- 
thor’s long-continuing struggle against 
this form of children’s literature. 
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pe Aron, Raymond. Century of Total War. 
5 Tr. by E. W. Dickes. Doubleday. $5 
, The author, who has been described by 
and one reviewer “as the Walter Lippman 
50 of France,” in this volume analyzes some 
Means of the political, social and economic ten- 
actice sions currently plaguing our civilization 
1s for and peace, particularly the communist 
effort and the United States-Russia orbit. 
» De- Bingham, Jonathan B. Shirt Sleeve Dip- 
$5.50 lomacy. John Day. $4 
pleads The enthusiastic story of the “Point Four 
= Program,” as told by a former mem- 
oy his ber of the Technical Cooperation Ad- 
ministration, and its effects for peace. 
e Col Bowles, Chester A. Ambassador's Report. 
3.50 Harper. $4 
Uniel An informal diary, or memoir, recount- 
elimi ing the record of his official residence in 
India, and his findings during his un- 
Comtro- oficial travels. Of particular interest is 
his final chapter. 
cont? § Budenz, Louis F. Techniques of Commu- 
ffective nism. Regnery. $5 
An important study by the well-known 
ces and ex-Communist and former editor of the 
i Press. Daily Worker, in which he not only 
discusses the nature and the methods of 
re chal- communism, but, more importantly, pro- 
in lim- * poses suggestions for defeating this 
goal of movement and these methods. 
position HB Cleugh, James. Spain in the Modern 
yurces {0 World. Knopf. $4.75 
me wi “The author . . . gives a very definite 
S. Land, impression that he knows what he is 
87). talking about. The careful reader will 
M., Bis develop a clearer understanding of the 
Critic Present position of Spain in the world 
today, for the book is substantial with- 
es, which out being cluttered up with elaborate 
neral and Statistics” (W. F. Cunningham, ‘$.J., 
subject! America, Feb. 27, 1954, p. 580). 
aes Feis, Herbert. China Tangle. Princeton 
- University Press. $6 





This work, subtitled: “The American 
effort in China from Pearl Harbor to 
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the Marshall Mission,” unravels a mas- 
sive skein of a half-decade of history, 
with its hopes, its fears, its blunders, as 
it “attempts to tell what the American 
government tried to do in and with 
China during the war and the critical 
period of peace-making” (Preface). 


Gurian, Waldemar, and _ Fitzsimons, 
Mark A., Eds. Catholic Church in 
World Affairs. University of Notre 
Dame Press. $4.25 

A series of essays by sixteen authorities 

in which they outline the role of the 

Church in present day political life, and 

more especially its relations to specific 

governments. America (April 10, 1954, 

p. 47) calls it the “best such symposium 

yet.” 

Contents: On the Structure of the 
Church-State Problem, by John Court- 
ney Murray, S.J.; Papal Diplomacy: Its 
Organization and Way of Acting, by 
Edward L. Heston, C.S.C.; Popes and 
Peace in the Twentieth Century, by 
Msgr. Harry Koenig; Democracy and 
the Catholic Church, by Oskar Bau- 
hofer; Doctrinal Issue between the 
Church and Democracy, by Yves R. 
Simon; Church and Human Rights, by 
Heinrich Rommen; New Situation of 
Continental Protestantism after World 
War II, by Karl Thieme; Present State 
and the Problem of the Missions of the 
Catholic Church, by G. Naidenoff, S.J.; 
Catholicism and the German Public, by 
Otto B. Roegele; Contemporary French 
Catholicism, by Adrien Dansette; Church 
and Catholic Activity in Contemporary 
Italy, by M. F. Sciacca; Church in Span- 
ish Public Life, by Rafael Calvo Serer: 
Catholic Church in England, by M. A. 
Fitzsimons; Catholic Church in the 
United States, by Fhomas T. McAvoy, 
C.S.C.; Catholic Church and the Amer- 
ican Social Question, by Aaron I. Abell: 
Church in Latin America, by Peter Mas- 
ten Dunne, S.J. 


Hammer, Ellen J. Struggle for Indochina. 
Stanford University Press. $5 

In this work published for the Institute 
of Pacific Relations, the author, an ex- 
perienced writer on the 1esearch staff of 
the Council of Foreign Relations, pre- 
sents a detailed and documented study 
of this particular battle-area of civiliza- 
tion. Its calm and objectivity are in con- 
trast to tne grimness of the findings. 


Liddell, Hart, Basil H. Strategy. Praeger. 
$5.95 


Liddell Hart is an outstanding military 
strategist who here advocates the use of 
political as well as military means to 
achieve victory—the indirect approach 
of the subtitle. This volume is based 
on his studies of World War II and is 
intended as a further supplement to his 
researches on the subject of the stra- 
tegical conduct of war. 











Translations of Original 
Documents for Your 
Library 


Nothing gives such a sense of the 
reality of a period in history as the 
reading of documents written at 
that time: nothing so brings a saint 
to life as reading what he wrote 
and what was written about him in 
his own day. The history of Chris- 
tendom is largely the history of the 
saints who made it—hence this new 
series, 


MAKERS OF CHRISTENDOM 


Under the General Editorship of 
CHRISTOPHER DAWSON 


Apart from necessary introductions 
and notes, each volume is made up 
entirely of new translations of 
original biographical material. We 
recommend this series strongly to 
educators. Two volumes are ready: 


THE WESTERN FATHERS 


Translated and Edited by 
F. R. HOARE 


Sts. Martin of Tours, Augustine of 
Hippo, Honoratus of Arles, Ger- 
manus of Auxerre and Ambrose, 
the great saints of the Dark Ages 
who stood out as rallying points for 
the forces of civilization. No mod- 
ern interpretation can give us the 
sense of intimacy with these giants 
which comes from reading their 
own writings and what their own 
contemporaries wrote of them. 


$4.00 


THE ANGLO-SAXON 
MISSIONARIES IN GERMANY 


Translated and Edited by 
C. H. TALBOT 


The lives of the saints who brought 
the Faith to Germany and (as a by- 
product) civilization: Sts. Willibrord, 
Boniface, Sturm, Leoba and Lebuin; 
the correspondence of St. Boniface 
(that one-man lending library) and 
the record of the travels of St. Willi- 
bald. $3.50 
Other volumes are in preparation: 
for a more complete atcount of this 
series, or for our educational cata- 
log, write to Electa MacGill. All the 
address you need is 


SHEED// 
& WARD 


New York 3 





Don’t miss these inspirational 
TAPE RECORDED RELIGIOUS CLASSICS 


*‘An unforgettable experience!” 


A recent visitor to our offices listened to a tape recording of 
THE PASSION of OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST (the Gospel 
according to St. Matthew) by the Reverend James J. McNally, 
“Never before,” he commented, “have I heard this epochal 
story narrated with such vivid eloquence. It was as though 
the curtain of time had been lifted and I was right there in 
Palestine witnessing the events identified with Christ’s last days 
on earth. It was an unforgettable, soul-stirring experience.” 


Only one endowed with exceptional oratorical talents could 
paint a word picture of The Passion with such lifelike realism 
as has Father McNally. If you have heard him on one of his 
frequent radio or television appearances, you already know what 
a treat it is to listen to him. His rich, vibrant voice, his mastery 
of pace, emphasis and cadence exemplify the finest in speech 
culture. To own his tape-recorded rendition of The Passion is 
to possess a religious classic you will long cherish. 


We heartily commend this 19-minute tape to all Religious, 
but especially to those teaching voice training, diction and 
speech correction. It plays on any 334 inch recorder and may 

Rev. James J. McNally be re-run times without limit. 


IN ORDERING “THE PASSION” SPECIFY AV 4003 
LIST PRICE $5.00 SCHOOL PRICE $4.00 


Anyone who orders the tape recording of “THE PASSION” will want to 
add to his collection the series of talks excerpted from Father McNally’s 
masterful volume 


“Make Way for Mary” 


—two superb recordings which will be found of inestimable value in 
Junior and Senior High School classrooms. 


TAPE 1—FOUR 14-Minute Talks (A)—Mary Nears the Tabernacle; (B)—Mary Rejoices 
at Repentance; (C)—Be Brave, Mary Pleads; (D)—Mary Felt the World's Injustice. 
Tape 1. AV 4004 List $8.95 School Price $7.16 


TAPE 2—FOUR 14-Minute Talks (A)—We Need Mary Greatly; (B)—All Things for You, 
Mary; (C)—Mary, the Difference Between Heaven and Hell; (D)—The Assumption 
of Mary. 





Tape 2. AV 4005 List $8.95 School Price $7.16 
BOTH TAPES 33/, INCH SPEED, DUAL TRACK 
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JOSEPH F. WAGNER INC, 53 PARK PLACE, NEW YORK? 
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Foreign Scene 

(Cont.) 

Lie, Trygve. In the Cause of Peace. Mac- 

millan. $6 

The record of the author's seven years 
with the United Nations, “the present 
book is neither a history ... nor a 
textbook. . . . It is written for ordinary 
men and women—in all countries—who 
are interested in e¢he world in which 
they live and in the political climate of 
their own day” (Foreword). 


Lilienthal, Alfred. What Price Israel. 
Regnery. $3.95 
An American of the Jewish faith re- 
plies to the question of national dualism 
which he finds inherent in the Zionist 
Movement. 


Marshall, Charles B. Limits of Foreign 
Policy. Holt. $3 

The author, then a member of the 
United States Department of State’s Pol- 
icy Planning Staff, was invited by the 
President of Hollins College to deliver 
a series of lectures on American foreign 
relations. The text of those lectures, 
explaining the nature and scope of our 
foreign policy, and stressing especially 
its limitations, form this present “slen- 
der volume of great wisdom,” as George 
W. Jaeger has termed it (Commonweal, 
Aug. 27, 1954, p. 516). 

Matthews, Ronald. Death of the Fourth 

Republic. Praeger. $5 

A penetrating analysis of the structure 
of France’s political government from 
the end of World War II. A reading 
of this volume will help us to under- 
stand the current political crises that 
confront that nation. 


Redding, Saunders. American in India. 
Bobbs-Merrill. $3.60 
This volume records the discussions and 
the attitudes of India’s intellectuals 
whom the author, a prominent Negro 
educator, met on his U. S. State Depart- 
ment-sponsored visit to that country. 
St. John, Robert. Through Malan’s Africa. 
Doubleday. $3.95 
An uneasy picture of the political and 
social life of the Union of South Africa, 
based on the author's travels and inves- 
tigations there. 
Wilbur, William H. Guideposts to the 
Future. Regnery. $2.50 
An analysis of our national foreign pol- 
icy by one of our great military plan- 
ners. He pleads for a Christian-centered 
basis for future relations and action. 
This volume should be read in conjunc- 
tion with Marshall’s book, noted above. 
Wormser, Rene A. Myth of the Good and 
the Bad Nations. Regnery. $3 
The author, a prominent lawyer, dis- 
cusses the status of European imperial- 
ism, and the effect this has had on 
American foreign: policy. 
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FICTION 


Aerde, Rogier van. Cain. Trans. by E. 
Graham-Wilson. Regnery. $3.75 
A powerful and imaginative Catholic 
novel which tells of Cain and what be- 
fell him subsequent to his murder of 
Abel. 
Betts, Doris. Gentle Insurrection. Put- 
nam. $3.50 
A collection of short stories by a prom- 
ising new author. 


Brown, Robert O. Sidestreet. Knopf. $3 
A fine novel, centering its theme on 
“momism.” Riley Hughes (Catholic 
World, Oct. 1954, p. 71) writes: “A 
truly memorable book, one worthy of 
being placed on the shelf beside Ethan 
Frome.” 


Bryher, Winifred (Bryher, pseud.). Ro- 
man Wall. Pantheon Books. $2.75 
An historically-accurate (but not pedan- 
tic) novel of an aging captain, Valerius, 
in a Swiss outpost of the Roman Empire 
at the time of its decline, told with pene- 
trating insight and great literary ability. 
Cesbron, Gilbert. Saints in Hell. Trans. 
by John Russell. Doubleday. $3.75 
“This story deserves a wide audience. 
Let us hope that it gives many a deeper 
understanding of the issues which con- 
fronted the priest-workers of France” 
(John F. Cronin, S.S., Best Sellers, May 
1, 1954, p. 19). 
Duggan, Alfred. Lady for Ransom. Cow- 
ard-McCann. $3.50 
An excellent historical novel about a 
Norman warrior, Roussel de Balliol, 
his wife, Matilda, and the struggle for 
power between the Franks and Turks in 
Byzantium, circa 1069 A. D. 


Gouzenko, Igor. Fall of a Titan. Nor- 
ton. $4.50 

A broad and brooding novel depicting 

the tyranny of the Soviet state and mind. 


Guareschi, Giovanni. Don Camillo’s Di- 
lemma. Farrar, Strauss and Young. 
$3 

Further adventures of Don Camillo and 
Peppone—delightfully humorous, even 
as a sequel. 


Hardy, Rene. Sword of God. Doubleday. 
$3.95 
A revealing and discriminating novel 
about war-torn Indo-China, and the good 
and the evil that men espouse in mo- 
ments of crisis. 
Hayes, Joseph. Desperate Hours. Ran- 
dom House. $3.50 
A suspenseful tale of a family isolated 
within its own home for two days by a 
desperate trio of escaped prisoners. 
Kaye-Smith, Sheila. View from the Par- 
sonage. Harper. $3.50 
Another of Miss Kaye-Smith’s delight- 
ful tales, this concerns itself with the 


dissolution of the Cryall family, as 





Con firma tion 
Robes by Moore 


You can help make Confirmation a 
ceremony that indelibly impresses 
its solemnity in each young life. 
MOORE Confirmation Robes are: 


APPROPRIATE 


A quiet aura and colorful dignity helps 
to establish a reverent consciousness prior 
to and during The Ceremony, for a 
lasting impression. 


ACCEPTED 


Designed, manufactured and rented 
nationwide, to Catholic Churches and 
Schools by MOORE, only for Confirmation. 


(Not academic commencement apparel). 


BECOMING 


Well-fitting . . . drapes well too . . . be- 
cause each child is supplied with an 
outfit according to his or her own 
individual measurements. 


Write for color brochure illustrating how 
MOORE Confirmation Robes save money for 
each family . . . how MOORE transpertation- 
prepaid service provides everything for ease, 
convenience and simplicity. Request, too, a 
sample outfit (in the new Cathedral Cloth), 
when requesting Confirmation Catalog E39. 


E. R. MOORE CO. 


932 W. Dakin St., Chicago 13, Illinois 
25-34 Jackson Ave., Long Island City 1, N.Y. 
1908 Beverly Blvd., Los Angeles 57, Calif. 


ALSO MAKERS OF CAPS AND GOWNS... 
CHOIR ROBES ... GIRLS’ GYM SUITS 
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viewed by the Anglican parson of the 
squirearchy. 

Lofts, Norah. Bless This House. Double- 

day. $3.50 

This novel features Merravay,.a Tudor 
country house, and its occupants during 
a period of 300 years, their rise and 
decline, until the mansion is returned to 
an American descendant of the original 
owner. 


Lynam Shevawn. Spirit and the Clay. 
Little, Brown. $3.95 
An episodic novel about the members 
of a defeated Basque battalion at the 
end of the Spanish Civil War. 
O’Brian, Patrick. Catalans. Harcourt, 
Brace. $3.50 
A skillfully-written novel, by the author 
of Testimonies, compassionately detail- 
ing through the eyes of one cousin the 
life and relationships of the Roig family 
in a period of crisis. 
O'Connor, Frank. More Stories. Knopf. 
$5 
“The stories of Frank O'Connor are 
among the few survivals of an elder dis- 
pensation; they are traditionally Irish, 
humorous, entertaining, artful and gay” 
(Horace Gregory, Saturday Review, Oct. 
30, 1954, p. 20). 
Romanis, Robert. Holy Foot. Dutton. 
$3 


A sensitive and witty novel about the 


events in the village of Sant’ Antonio 
when a part of St. Stephen's foot is dis- 
covered nearby. 


Sharp, Margery. Gipsy in the Parlour. 


Little, Brown. $3.50 
Another deft and delightful work from 
the hands of this master craftswoman— 
this one concerned with the grasp for 
power by a newcomer to the Sylvester 
family. 


Slaughter, Frank G. Song of Ruth. 


Doubleday. $3.75 
A fictionalized version of the faithful 
Ruth of Old Testament glory. 


West, Jessamyn. Crass Delehanty. Har- 


court, Brace. $3.75 
“Jessamyn West does a masterful job 
with a difficult theme [the growth of a 
girl into womanhood]. She captures, at 
times brilliantly, the lightning mood- 
changes of adolescence, its self-drama- 
tization, its poignancy, its small trage- 
dies and its humor” (Eleanor F. Cul- 
hane, America, Feb. 20, 1954, p. 540). 


JUVENILES 


Auclaire, Marcelle. Little Friends of 


Jesus. Regnery. $2 
A simply-written and unusual book about 
Christ and His message. The fine illus- 
trations by Mary Gehr will further en- 
hance this book for the 6-10 year old. 





FOR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 


NEW MUSIC HORIZONS Preschool through grade 8. 


A delightfully varied program of songs and activities for each 
grade. Records of selections from each book. Unusually complete 


teachers’ guides. 


FOR HIGH SCHOOL 


THE PAST THAT LIVES TODAY s tecker, painter, HAN 


A complete and up-to-date world history, that makes clear the 
story of each of the five major civilizations of today. 


NEW WORLD OF SCIENCE auenerr, sarre, zim 


General science that helps pupils to understand their world and 
to use this understanding for better ways of living. 


NEW WORLD OF CHEMISTRY ernaro Jarre 


The basic subject matter of chemistry and the latest important 
developments—keyed to problems of everyday living. 


SILVER BURDETT COMPANY 


45 EAST 17TH STREET, NEW YORK 3, N. Y. 


CHICAGO SAN FRANCISCO 


e DALLAS ATLANTA 


eee: 
Outstanding Texts 


meeting the needs of today’s students— 





Beeler, Nelson F., and Branley, Franklig 
M. Experiments with Atomics. Cro 
well. $2.50 

A lucid and accurate explanation of this 
difficult subject that will also prove of 
inestimable value to adults. For chil. 
dren from 9 years and up. 


Bishop, Mrs. Claire (Huchet). Martin de 
Porres, Hero. Houghton, Mifflin 
$2.50 : 

An inspiring and moving account of this 
compiler’s ardent intercessor and friend, 
told for children in the 8-12 year old 
category. Jean Charlot’s illustrations 
further make it a delight from the adult 
as well as for the younger child. 


Coombs, Charles. Skyrocketing into the 
Unknown. Morrow. $4 
The author presents a comprehensive 
story of jet planes, their origin and his. 
tory. It is well-illustrated, and should 
have definite appeal for the older boy. 
Corbin, William. High Road Home. 
Coward-McCann. $2.75 
This fine story for older boys (12-16 
years old) concerns Nico LaFlamme, a 
French lad adopted by an American fam. 
ily; his escape from them, while enroute 
to his new home in California; and his 
adventures as he searches for his father, 


Desmond, Alice C. Barnum Presents: 
General Tom Thumb. Macmillan. $3 
Boys and girls in the 12-16 age group 
will enjoy this excellently-written and 
appealing biography, notable for its ac- 
tion, its delineation of character and its 
circus background. 


Dorcy, Sister Mary Jean, O.P. Mary, My 
Mother. Sheed and Ward. $1.75 
This “Mary-book for little girls and 
boys” (7-10) tells in brief meditations 
and illustrations by the author of the 
chief events in our Lady’s life. 


Douglas, John S. Summits of Adventure. 
Dodd, Mead. $3 
The author, an ardent climber himself, 
describes all the great mountain-climb 
ing feats from the 1700's to the pres 
ent. Boys (12-16) will especially be 
carried along by the adventures narrated. 
Hunt, Marigold. First Catholics. Sheed 
and Ward. $2.75 
A re-telling in simple language for chil- 
dren aged eight to twelve of the naff 
tives of the Acts of the Apostles. 
Kathleen, Comp. Lavender’s Blue: A Book 
of Nursery Rhymes. Watts. $6 
This handsomely illustrated book, with 
lines and pictures by Harold Jones, make 
this a joy for children to read and 
peruse. 
Lavine, Sigmund. Wandering Minstrel 
We. Dodd, Mead. $3.50 
An interesting and readable account of 
the lives of Gilbert and Sullivan, told 
especially for the teen-age group. It im 
cludes, too, a résumé of all their oper 
ettas. 
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Book Reviews 
(Continued from page 374) 

There is caution about seeing so- 
cial problems merely from the view- 
point of the working class. The 
Church knows that temporal affairs 
touch all her children. She insists 
that all have a duty to be interested 
in the social problems surrounding 
their lives for they are intimately 
associated with the development of 
man’s spirituality. Justice alone is 
not sufficient. Every Christian should 
know that “charity must strive to 
compensate for the deficiencies of 
justice.” 

Throughout these essays there is 
constant emphasis on moral values. 
This is evident when the totalitarian 
philosophy of modern states is dis- 
cussed. Without a proper concept 
of man confusion and fatal conse- 
quences will continue. The author 
calls attention to the “awakening of 
community spirit” and a rejection 
of the 19th century liberalism with 
its blind trust in the individual. 

Ranking statesmen would profit 
greatly by meditating on the chapter 
devoted to Church and State. Here 
there is a keen exposition of the 
functions of each—one in temporal 
matters, the other in the spiritual 
order. Rightly does the Church fix 
limits to the power of the State. 
Thus, for example, she warns the 
State that it does not control the 
whole man. 

Tactless men in the Church and 
State may stir up lots of trouble by 
failure to understand the rights of 
each. On one hand the Church does 
not have power over temporal af- 
fairs, but “the Church does have 
power in temporal matters because 
religious and moral values are in- 
volved.” The State should provide 
such favorable conditions that the 
work of the Church be not hindered. 

There are chapters discussing 
Morals and Politics, Anti-Semitism, 
the Use of Force, Civic Education, 
and the Church and Liberty. Father 
de Montcheuil has given all who are 
active in advancing the social order 
of the church plenty of food for 
wise and constructive thought. 
(Rev.) Ricuarp M. McKeon, S.J. 
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February 1955 


Norman, Gertrude. First Book of Music. 
Watts. $1.75 
A most useful introduction to this sub- 
ject for the 8-12 year group. It includes 
such information as the history and 
origins of music, as well as a discussion 
of musical composition and notation. 
Peterson, Isabel J. First Book of Poetry. 
Watts. $1.75 
A readable modern collection of poems 
for children (aged 5-10) by outstand- 
ing poets, e.g., Stevenson and Millay, 
with numerous black-and-white draw- 
ings by Kathleen Elgin. 
Roche, Aloysius. Animals under the Rain- 
bow. Sheed and Ward. $2.75 
A delightful collection of legends about 
saints and animals, primarily intended 
for children (10 and older). Agnes 
Miller Parker's wood engravings will 
further increase its appeal for adults, 
too. 
Rogers, Elizabeth. Angela of Angel 
Court. Crowell. $2 
Girls (8-12) will enjoy this appealing 
story of Angela, her family and neigh- 
bors in Angel Court. They will weep 
a little, and laugh, too. Illustrated by 
Adrienne Adams. 


Sauer, Julia L. Mike's House. Viking. 
$2.50 
The younger set will enjoy hearing, and 
re-hearing, the exciting adventure of 
Robert on that snowy morning when he 
inadvertently became lost while enroute 
to the public library for the picture-book 
hour. They will enjoy, too, the illus- 
trations by Don Freeman. 
Terry, Walter. Star Performance. Double- 
day. $2.95 
The dance critic of the New York Her- 
ald Tribune tells, in his accustomed de- 
lightful style, “the story of the world’s 
great ballerinas” from 1581 to the pres- 
ent. Appealing, too, are the illustrations 
by Marta Becket. 


Todd, Mary Fidelis. Juggler of Notre 
Dame. Whittlesey House. $2 
Children from 8 on will take keen 
pleasure in this re-telling of the old 
French tale, most appealingly illustrated 
with line and color wash drawings by 
the author. 


Watts, Mabel. Over the Hills to Bally- 
bog. Aladdin. $2 . 
A simple story of Irish farm life, with 
illustrations by Henry C. Pitz. The lilt 
of the lines will carry one along, like 
the pull of a gentle breeze on an early 
spring day. 

Wilde, Oscar. Selfish Giant. Kenedy. $2 
Told with the true poetic insight of this 
star-crossed genius, this brief tale tells 
of happiness and love—and the Christ 
Child. Mary Fidelis Todd's colored 
drawings will also please the six-ten year 
old child. 
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BI-LINGUALS via AUDIO-VISUALS 


By Sister Mary Leonarda, S.L., Loretto Academy, El Paso, Texas 


Two Nuns were sent Southwest to teach 
One saw souls the other poor speech. 


W E teachers on the border of our country, whether 
it is the border between the United States and 
Canada, or the border between the United States and 
Mexico, have a challenge that we can meet, or that 
we can pass over. In passing over the challenge we miss 
one of the richest experiences that can come into any 
teacher’s life. In meeting that challenge we enjoy some 


of the most satisfying results. 


Observations Cover Two-Year Period 


Since I am teaching on the border between the 
United States and Mexico, I shall confine my remarks 
to the work that was done over a period of two years 
at St. Ignatius School, El Paso, Texas. The group en- 
tered seventh grade in September, 1952, and finished 
Eighth in May, 1954. The mother-tongue of all was 
Spanish. The class was made up of American citizens 
who spoke Spanish in their homes, and the Mexican 
children who crossed the border each day for the pur- 
pose of learning another language. This report covers 
atwo year period, and deals with children who were 
assigned to the seventh grade room, principally to ac- 
quire a knowledge of English to parallel their social 
development, and to fit them for higher education here 
in the United States. My observations covered the fol- 
lowing: background of pupils; achievement (in any 
language) ; attitude toward personal improvement or 
growth; methods used; and measurable results. 

The background of our children is good, from the 
standpoint that all are Catholics, and from the sac- 
tifices made by their parents to see that they have a 
chance to get a few years in a Catholic School. From 
the financial standpoint almost all come from homes 
where the income is not very high. Practically all of the 
parents are unskilled laborers, some artisans, others 
government employees, and a few on relief. There are 
no mixed marriages, but divorce has broken many of 


February 1955 


the homes. Then we have working mothers who create 
what amounts to a broken home. 


Standard Tests Used 


Achievement of the group ranged from third grade 
to eighth, with all the variations between. All could 
speak a little English, and read more than they could 
speak. Average mental ability of the class was I. Q. 99. 
We used the Pintner Non-Language tests, and they 
were administered by two teachers, one who speaks 
English, the other who speaks both Spanish and Eng- 
lish. A few of the pupils were retested to take care of 
sight and hearing deficiencies, fright and other hin- 
drances found in a class of this size. After eighteen 
months they were given another form of the same test. 
Stanford Achievement Tests were used. Four forms 
were administered over a period of two years. 


Eager to Learn 


Most of the children were eager to learn. Getting 
their attention was not very difficult when the teacher 
spoke slowly, in simple English, and from an outline 
on the board. The pupils were not told their I. Q’s. 
However, they were told that they had the ability to 
grow. Whenever any subject was above the others, I 
took that as a starting point in our little private con- 
ference, and we went over every subject and decided 
that reading would be our key work until all related 
subjects were grade-level. Scarcely. a pupil failed to 
grasp the fact that he held his own improvement in 
hand, and that the teacher could only guide. Some few 
went so far as to get the scores of their friends and to 
compete, not only with themselves, but with others. 


Filmstrips and Records Used 


We used Dr. Kottmeyer’s Spelling Magic for im- 
proving word power, also his Practice Readers, all four 
levels, to increase reading skills. Over and above all 
that, every subject that could be taught, previewed, or 
reviewed by filmstrips, was done in that manner. Any 
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filmstrip that could be made to bear on history, geogras 
phy, religion, science or civics, and those stressing 
word-power, spelling, grammar and literature was used, 
In that way we had a view of what we were trying to 
learn. We used Records for Enrichment, and whenever 
possible, books to match filmstrips or records. 


Tachistoscope Used 


For rapid preception, we used the Tachistoscope for 
detail in pictures, for words, phrases and_ sentences, 
1/100 of a second exposure was allowed for pictures, 
words, per cent equivalent and geometric figure recog- 
nition. For phrases, sentences and longer formulae 1/25 
second was given. 

All bookcases were open or opened. Every child had 
free access to all books; that even included keeping a 
volume of an encyclopedia on his desk. A pupil libra- 
rian checked in and out all books to be taken home, 
That was one way for members of the family to get 
good Catholic books to read. Every pupil was required 
to keep an extra book on his desk (his choice, but not a 
comic.) Papers on class subjects, poems, book reports 
and choral readings were done over the “mike” ona 
tape recorder and played back for criticism. A card 
system was used for checking all tests and reports, 
Work from memory over the tape recorder received 
extra credit. That built poise. 


Results Obtained 


What are the results of this intensive reading pro- 
gram? The answer is not hard to give because of our 
testing program. 


Arithmetic 
Reading Comp. Reas. 


Language 
Usage Spelling Medien 


Octe "S2 467 604 547 6.0 5.1 54 


Me "54 7.66 804 842 9.6 905 8.4 


209 2.0 2.45 306 4.2 300 


There were individual gains that were spectacular. 
Elias, a boy who had a normal mind but extremely seri- 
ous eye trouble, gained 5.4. The Brothers gave him a 
scholarship because of leadership traits. Many students 
from Juarez gained four or five years because of inter- 
est in learning. Grade-age children made the best gains. 
The few with I. Q.’s over 120 made just two years’ 
gain. We did not reach them with this program. Ignacio, 
a boy also with a normal mind, gained 0.8 in the seventh, 
but lost 0.2 in the eighth. Smoking could have been a 
factor. 

It is my opinion that any teacher who is willing to 
go to the trouble of using all the means at hand today 
is bound to experience the pleasure of seeing a pupil 
finish his work, choose a book and lose himself in it, 
enriching his mind and forming habits of self-help that 
will fortify him in the years ahead. My humble advice 
to teachers is, know your pupils’ abilities. Know theif 
handicaps. Use every available avenue for learning. 
Watch your pupils grow. 
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